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Fireworks 2021!

After a year hiatus due to COVID-19, the night sky over Otis lit up 
once again on July 10th with a beautiful display of fireworks.  If you 

were lucky enough to get a view from a boat or home on the reservoir, the 
show, which ran for almost 30 minutes, was an amazing array of colorful 
and innovative designs bursting to life.

Each year there are new types of fireworks and plenty of noise to go with 
it.  Thank you to the organizers and to all the people who donate to this 
town event.  And a special thanks to Alisa Franz White for giving us such 
great pictures and making it very hard to select just one! OO

Photo: Alisa Franz White

Repaving of Otis’ 
Sidewalks
Special to the Otis Observer

The State of Massachusetts, via its 
Department of Transportation (DOT), 

has funded the repair and upgrading of Otis’ 
sidewalks. The project was at the initiative 
of the DOT, which is part of a statewide 
program.

The accompanying photos show the program 
in action—the upgrading of sidewalks--at 
no cost to the Town. OO

Photos: Frank Tolopko
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School Is In
By Lynne Geane, President Otis Preservation Trust (OPT)

The Otis Historical Commission is delighted to 
announce that the  MA Historical Commission has 
doubled the grant that they awarded in June, 2021 
to restore the East Otis Schoolhouse.  The Town 
of Otis was awarded $101,500, increased from 
$51,500.

Ironically now, more matching funds are needed so 
that we can utilize the entire grant.  We are faced 
with the positive challenge of finding another 
$30,000 to be used as matching funds for this grant! 
Work on the school house will begin this year.

The dream of restoring the East Otis Schoolhouse 
is that much closer to reality. Interested in helping? 
Go to optin.today or respond to the letter that will 
be in your mailbox in August, 2021.

For more information call (516) 697-0549. OO East Otis Schoolhouse Photo: Don Chaffee III

The Otis Cultural Council was pleased to support the 
following programs that are taking place in and near 

our community.

Triple Shadow  will reprise “The Belle of Amherst,” a  one-
woman play by William Luce at the Performance Barn, 
Algerie Road, East Otis. Performed by Maria Andrejco and 
directed by Beth Skinner.

Aug. 28th, 29th, Sept. 4th and 5th. FREE performances at 7:00 
p.m.

Call (413) 464-1958 to reserve as space is limited.

The White Church of Blandford  
Performance Series:
Aug. 7th: Bad News Jazz & Blues Orchestra, 
7:00 p.m.  $20.

Aug. 21st: Herdís Gudmundsdóttir & Liam 
Kaplan, violin and piano pieces by Bach, 

Debussy, Tailleferre and Ysaye, 7:00 p.m.  $20.

Aug 28th:  Bel Canto Opera. Eve Queler, Music Director, 
again brings up-and-coming opera talent for an evening of 
great music.

Details at www.thewhitechurch.org

Bidwell House Museum:
Aug. 27th: Annual fundraiser 
“Hats Off to the 30th Season” 
4 - 7 p.m.

Tours of the house and gardens; hiking trails at museum on 
Art School Road in Monterey.

Details: www.bidwellhousemuseum.org

SculptureNow:
Sculpture exhibition in the gardens 
of Edith W harton’s home, The 
Mount, on Plunkett St. in Lenox. 
Open through October 13th.

Aug. 15th: Artist Guided Tours 
available. 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Details: www.sculpturenow.org

In September,  Open Studios 
DriveAbout, Hawk Watch at Old 

Baldy in Otis, Hemlock Trail hike at the Bidwell House, and 
Music Brings the Community Together at the Becket Arts 
Center. OO

Art and Music and Drama and History Close to Home!

Wind Water
Craig Anderson

Photo: Chris Bierlein
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Ned Wilson - Otis, MA
NABCEP PV Technical Sales  

# TS-102415-004308
NABCEP PV Installation  
# PV-041115-004308

• 413 854 1453 •

ned.wilson@sunbugsolar.com
www.sunbugsolar.com

119 South Main Road
Otis, Massachusetts 01253

413-269-6874
LL ynnynn

Decades of tropical living were 
behind me. Our house had been 

sold and a whole new chapter of life 
was about to begin. Tiny town … 
Otis, Massachusetts. Evergreen 
pines, oaks and maples replaced the 
swaying palms but the heavy forests 
provided a mystery all its own. Pre-
pandemic, this voracious reader was 
a daily visitor to the library. Not only 
books but DVDs, and the branch could 
order selections from all the others 
statewide.

Just beginning was a monthly 
newspaper, started by a determined 
New York City transplant. Otis, a 
perfect place for me.  When I learned 
they were always interested in seeing 
submissions of local interest my 
mental motor got a jump start.

People interest me. Talking to 
strangers comes naturally.  I 

remember watching a man walking his 
small dog, a Corgi, wearing a molded 
halter which stretched from his front 
shoulders all the way down to his 
tail. Curious, I asked him about it. He 
explained the dog had ALS (what we 
know as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Never 
even knew dogs could have it too.) The 
device made it possible for him to live 
a natural life for years. He pointed to 
a woman in the distance. “That’s my 

sister. She lives here. Her dog is 14 and 
has ALS too.”

If I hadn’t met that woman I’d never 
have gotten to know Tony. He described 
himself as a born tinkerer. He learned 
by watching others do something, then 
read and researched it if necessary, and 
now is the best known fix-it man in 
town.

Only an onlooker, I loved to attend 
the quilters group which met 

early Tuesday evenings. Their chitchat 
was memorable. One, a native-born 
Latvian, came here 35 years ago with 
her brother. She learned English 
while working as a bookkeeper at the 
Poultry Farm.  Another in the group 
drove down from Agawam which, she 
told me, had the lowest zip code in 
the United States: 01001. (True, if you 
discount the unique IRS zip of 00501.)

Deb Fogel, one of the many who 
deliver the Observer, is a year-rounder. 
She heats her house solely by wood 
and has full tree logs trucked in. Both 
she, and a nearby friend, also a wood 
burner, join together to do the cutting 
themselves.

Backing in at the parking lot to pay 
a town tax, I looked across to see a 

bottle tree. No way could I resist that. 
When I knocked at the door I realized 
it was the home of Pat, my long ago 
greeter at the dump. Retired now, she’s 
aging in place.

Back at her work place, adjacent to 
the solid refuse area, is what browsers 
call the Otis Boutique. I remember 
collecting a never-used electric rice 
cooker, still boxed and complete with 
instructions.  Fabulous find for me.

Alan Minery, a third generation 
resident producing honey, was a sure 
stop on my bi-weekly dump run at a 
tiny shack at hill ’s peak with varied 
stock of fresh grown veggies: squash, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, and sometimes 
even berries.

Across the road is Noni Middleton. 
If you see a red convertible it 

means she’s home. I’m honored to have 
learned about her life all the way back 
to its beginnings.

Hours spent ta lk ing with Andy 
Pyenson at the egg farm. I learned the 
history of eastern European Jews who 
settled in the area more than a century 
ago and the birth of his own shop, 
what it sold and why. Local families 
originally, they grew. More recently 
they minimized and moved away.

Linda O’Neill was the postmistress 
in 1989 when my 20 large, heavy 

boxes arrived in general delivery, 
marked hold for pick-up.   Doubt I’ll see 
her when I come by this year to submit 
my permanent change of address.

A chunk of time; millions of memories 
woven into my heart. Saying goodbye 
is always sad. OO

Roving Reporter
By Jane Hogg



Page 4  The Otis ObserverPage 4  The Otis Observer

When Quality Counts ...
Call For Free Estimate

•SANDING
•REFINISHING
Environmentally 
Safe Finishes 
Available

JODY’S
Floor Sanding

25+ Years 
Experience
Fully Insured

JODY MARGRAF
PO Box 390
Otis, MA 01253

413-269-7141

The HistoricThe Historic

1737 New Boston Inn

101 North Main St., Sandisfield, MA (Corner of Rtes. 8 & 57) 
413-258-4477  •  List of events at www.NewBostonInn.comwww.NewBostonInn.com

Pets  

Welcom
e!

Friendly Spirits(as seen on  syfy  Channel)

FREE CONCERTS
BRING A CHAIR

THE SHINING
AUG 1ST & 15TH   2-5PM 

BLUE YONDER
AUG 8TH & 22ND  2-5PM 

CAR SHOW 
 SEPT 19TH 1-4PM

Restaurant open FRI & SAT 12-9 Restaurant open FRI & SAT 12-9 
and SUN 12-7and SUN 12-7

Restaurant, Tavern and B&B 
Seven Guest Rooms, All Private Baths (Breakfast for Guests Only)
Reservations Strongly Recommended

Diverse Otis Update

Exciting news!   Volunteer Peter 
Sohn has put up a website to serve 

as a reference for Diverse Otis and 
how to reach us.  Thank you Peter!   
Please check out   www.diverseotis.
org   which may or may not be totally 
complete by the printing of this issue 
but you will get the idea!

Our June meet ing focused on 
Juneteenth and the celebration of this 
historic date in our country.  Many 
of us did not realize that although 
the Emancipation Proclamation was 
signed by President Abraham Lincoln 

in 1863 it took two more years, and the surrender of Robert E. Lee in 1865, 
to free the last 250,000 slaves in Texas.  That is the day that is celebrated.  L. 
Scott Kelly, a monthly columnist for the Otis Observer and retired military 
man and police officer, was our guest speaker.  He led a lively conversation 
about Juneteenth and insurrections around our country that involved 
incredible hate and violence toward black people.  True to the mission of 
Diverse Otis, community dialogue educates us and helps us understand other 
people’s journeys through history.

We have also been working on the town officials to sign the Multicultural 
Bridge Pledge.  Although not at 100% yet, we hope to be soon.  We 

received a wonderful email from our police chief, Dan Hamill that we wanted 
to share a portion of.

“I signed the Not in Our County campaign organization pledge. So the Otis 
Police Department has taken a stand, with a no tolerance to hate and/or anti-
bias crimes OR any form of innuendo. It doesn’t matter who you are, what the 
circumstances, or how minute one may perceive it to be, we will take action 
and investigate. Period. We fully support Diverse Otis and appreciate your 
mission and goals. If I or the PD can do anything in the future to help with 
your cause, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.”

We thank Dan Hamill for his overwhelming support and kind words.  
Our August meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on August 19th.  The topic 

will be police profiling with special guests Peter Cameron and L. Scott Kelly.  
We hope for Dan Hamill, who has office hours at that time, to join us but 
are not sure as yet so we will keep you posted.  For more info, email us at 
onlylovecan413@gmail.com. OO
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Contributing to the American Way
By L. Scott Kelly

This is a perspective from 
a speaker at the first Otis 
Diversity meeting. We 
thank L. Scott Kelly for 
sharing his experiences 
with the group.

SHANNON MARGRAF 
413-212-1107 

shannon@barnbrookrealty.com

BERK SHIRE HATHAWAYBERK SHIRE HATHAWAY
 HomeServices HomeServices

Barnbrook RealtyBarnbrook Realty
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River Front property!  
5 Bedroom/4 Bathroom • 2775 sq. ft.   

$399,000.00

 Becket Home with Oversized Garage 
3 bed/2 bath • 1056+ sq. ft. 

On over 2 acres • $325,000.00

SOLD
SOLD

In this era of divisiveness, we must all 
look in the mirror and ask ourselves 

“Who am I and what do I represent?”  
Are you controlling your agenda or are 
you being controlled by your agenda?  
Most important, are you giving back to 
our American society?

When you are an adolescent, the 
adults closest to you are said to be the 
ones to mold you into who you are, 
whether it be a parent, grandparent or 
a teacher.  In my case, it was a coach 
that I idealized growing up.  He was 
a father, a husband, a cop and an all-
around great mentor to many.  He 
mentored kids from both good and 
bad backgrounds, from all different 
races and ethnicities.  He treated me 
the same as the other kids who were 
different from me.  Even when I gave 
up on him, he would never give up on 
me.  He was a perfect example of how a 
person in our society should represent 
himself.

The question is who are you?  Do you 
set a strong example? Are you a 

mentor?  Are you an educator that gives 
back by teaching our youth? How about 
a lawyer that fights for right versus 
wrong? How about a first responder?  
Unfortunately, there are examples of 

people who are in respected positions 
that are expected to set an example 
for others doing the exact opposite.  
Lately it seems there have been a lot 
of police officers in the news who are 
on the wrong side of the law, giving 
back in the wrong way.  On January 
6, 2021, a Houston police officer and 
two Virginia police officers allegedly 
took part in beating US Capitol police 
officers at the riot that took place at 
the Capitol building in Washington 
D.C. These officers are currently up 
on federal charges and have been let 
go by their departments.  Even though 
these men had honorable careers, their 
recorded actions showed their true 
nature of hate and destructiveness.

Recently, a 28-year-old Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts man targeted and 
killed two innocent black bystanders 
after passing several people who were 
not black as he made his way through 
Winthrop, MA on June 28, 2021.  His 
victims were a 58-year-old retired 
Massachusetts state trooper and a 
60-year-old retired military veteran 
who still worked for the military as 
a civilian. Good people targeted by 
police and police targeted by bad 
people.  When will it stop?

In this era of baseless non-factual 
information and micro aggressions, 

we all must look into the mirror and 
ask ourselves “How can I do better?”  
No matter what side of the coin you 
are on, you are defined by your actions.  
Let us all start with the one we look at 
when facing a mirror.  Know better and 
please do better! OO
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“Otis Memories” will be an ongoing way for people 
who grew up in Otis to share their own memories 
with the community.  There is no end to the 
memories so the column will feature as many as we 
can fit each month.  Don’t despair if you don’t see 
your memories until another issue is published.  
What’s the rush?  We will all enjoy these musings 
monthly with you.  And if you have an idea for an 
article or think one of these memories would be 
a good feature, let us know and we will be right 
on it!  We also welcome old photographs.  Send 
memories and ideas to otismemories@gmail.
com. And keep them coming!!!   Looking forward 
to hearing from you!

• Making pizza at the Cozy Spruce for 
years.

• The one of a kind legend that Ida at 
Hall’s was.

• Going to Katie’s on Sunday mornings 
for the paper and hot doughnuts made 
in the back.

• Working at Katie’s when it was the East 
Otis Food Mart.  Andy and Alice owned 
it then.  Andy was the doughnut maker.

• Picking up sticky buns at Dot’s and 
heating them up in tinfoil while 
camping at the state forest.

• The ball field.

• Rides through Camp Overflow in Ray 
Cowell’s jeep.

• Square dancing at the Knox Trail Inn.

• Bringing home junk from the old Otis 
dump. OO

Ida Hall, memories of a great lady and ten-cent coffee.

Photographer unknown.

Photo: Otis archives, 
 retrieved by Lynne Geane.

Here's another longtime Otisite for 
our August contest.  Identify her 
and the FIRST PERSON with the 
correct answer submitted will win a 
prize!  Please send your name, phone 
number and your email address to 
otismemories@gmail.com.

Open to Ot is residents on ly.  
Members of the Otis Observer staff 
are not eligible to enter. OO
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By Ralph Gleason

Lisa Gleason Crozier
Virtual Assistant

413-854-3975

www.HarmonyBusinessSolutions.com

HarmonyBusinessSolutions2021@gmail.com
PERFECTING THE ART OF COLLISION REPAIR SINCE 1979

INC

1939 N Main St (Rt 7) Sheffield MA 01257  -  (413) 528-1457
www.precision-auto.com  email: precision.auto@roadrunner.com ®

precision autocraft
• PPG Paint Guarantee
• BBB Accredited Business
• Eco-Friendly Waterborne Paint
• Laser Frame Measuring
• Plastic Welding
• We Can Arrange for Rental Cars
• Open Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00

Happening in August:
Your center is open each Monday 
and Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

• Foot Nurse ,  Wednesday, 
August 4t h -  Ca l l  for an 
appointment.

• Haircuts, Monday, August 9th 
– Call for an appointment.

• Council meeting, August 18th 
– 10 a.m. – All are welcome.

• Blood pressure screening, 
August 18th – 12:30–1:30 p.m.

• Brown Bag, August 20th – 
Food Bank Program. Prior 
sign-up required.

Senior Bar-B-Q
The sun came out, and the seniors 
came!  July 15th over 90 seniors 
were treated to a sumptuous 
Bar-B- Q hosted by Lyn Pyenson 
and her crew.  This annual event, 
interrupted last year by COVID-
19, and always a crowd pleaser, 
was especially great this year with 
seniors finally getting together 

and bringing everyone up to date 
on their lives and family.

Upcoming Trips and 
Activities:
T h a n k s g i v i n g  l u n c h e o n , 
November 18th – CC of Pittsfield – 
Menu choice.

Kevin O’Hara, December 6th 
– 10 a.m.–2 p.m. – Town Hall 
conference room.

Edward Twins, December 8th – 
Aqua Turf Club – Bus pick-up, Lee 
Big Y and Otis.

Christmas luncheon, December 
15th – CC of Pittsfield – Menu 
choice.

Gettysburg and Sight and 
Sound, June 6 – June 8, 2022 - 
Bus pick-up, Lee Big Y and Otis.

Canada Cruise, September 21 – 
October 3, 2022 – Transportation 
from Otis. OO

COA Bar-B-Q Photos: Ralph Gleason
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Cra
ndall Self Storage1735 East Otis Road1735 East Otis Road

East Otis, MAEast Otis, MA
413-269-7200413-269-7200

••
Storage Units from 5x5 to 12x30Storage Units from 5x5 to 12x30

Convenient LocationConvenient Location
Well Lit / FencedWell Lit / Fenced

Gated Keypad entranceGated Keypad entrance

By appointment 413-269-7200
or visit CrandallStorage.com

Eila Bell
eilabell2@aol.com

Town of Otis

Council on Aging
413-269-0100 Ext 107.

•

www.townofotisma.com
 seniors.otis@gmail.com

Outreach Coordinator
(413)623-8932

Private Camping Community  •  Sites for Sale
www.Klondikecampresort.com

Rt. 8 North, Otis MA

New Morning, New Day, New You Photo: Evelyn Garvey

35 Bridge Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Ph: 413.528.2885   Fx: 413.528.9220
typesetting@kwikprintinc.com

www.kwikprintinc.com

• Full Color Digital Printing
• Full Color Envelope Printing
• Large Format Printing
• High Speed Copying
• Laminating
• Inline Bookletmaking
• Perfect Binding
• Folding
• Perforating
• Mailing Services
• Graphic Design Services

EXPERIENCE • SPEED • QUALITY

KWIK  PRINTI  N  C O R P O R A T E  D

Color
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Otis 
Library & 
Museum

Moving Ahead
By Kathy Bort

It is exciting to tell you the things that 
are happening in this busy library!

In May 2021, the MBLC (Massachusetts 
Board of Library Commissioners) 
launched a pilot project to construct a 
new library building in a Massachusetts 
town of 2,000 or fewer residents. It will 
be new construction only - no renovation 
or addition projects will qualify. The goal 
is to build a new public library building 
that is functional, efficient, flexible, 
durable and economical. 

The planning of the building will be 
a collaborative effort between the 

selected town and MBLC staff.  The 
library trustees asked the Otis Selectmen 
to approve submitting a letter of intent 
which was submitted by June 29, 2021. 
The next steps include a site visit, a live 
interview with key people and looking at 
potential sites. There will be community 
meetings scheduled to ask for ideas 
and feedback. The MBLC consultants 
will work with the library staff and 
participants to develop a Library Building 
Program and identify the building site by 
the end of September. 

In November there will be a town 
meeting for approval to formally apply 

for the pilot project. The deadline for 
the application is December 3, 2021. 
Throughout December, January and 
February the MBLC and Library Building 
Specialists will study all applicants.  
The pilot project town selection and 
notification will be made in February 
2022.  Currently four towns are being 
considered. For more information please 
contact the library.

The library grant from the American 
Librar y Association provided 

communications, materials and resources 
to promote an acceptance of cultural 
diversity.  By providing multicultural 
books, CDs and DVDs in the library and 
the Farmington River Regional School, 
and working with a new community 
organization, Diverse Otis, the library 
has designed and implemented 
many conversational opportunities, 
culminating in a community forum 
“Celebrating Diversity” in late July.  Now 
the next steps are more activities in 
school, the library and the community.  If 
you are interested in participating please 
contact the Otis Library, or Diverse Otis.

Building on these efforts our 
monthly Story Walks are held 

along the Farmington River Path with 
multicultural books, accompanied by 
music and movement and mindfulness 
activities.  The story walks encourage 
family participation and interaction, and 
it is posted for two weeks for private use. 
The Pop-In Poetry program is a new event 
behind St. Mary’s church, scheduled on 
a Friday for all ages to share thoughts, 
feelings and talents in individual prose, 
or poetry from a favorite poet.

Our Children’s Summer Reading Program 
continues in August by highlighting two 
talented successful local authors.  On 
August 5th at 6 p.m. Mary Pope Osborne, 
author of the popular Magic Tree House 
series will do a presentation via Zoom.  
She may be presenting something new!  
On August 26th at 6 p.m. Ty Allan Jackson 
will do a Zoom presentation.  Ty is the 
author of children’s books such as Danny 
Dollar Millionaire Extraordinaire and The 
Supadupa Kid.

We have been busy working on library 
logistics.  A new library website 

developed by Kyle Hawley will debut by 
August 1st. The trustees accepted our 
recommendation to become fine free!  We 
believe that patrons will make donations 
when they feel a donation is warranted.  
Through the hard work of our financial 
consultant, Patricia Strauch, and our 
treasurer, Sue Brofman, we received 
forgiveness for the payroll protection 
grant monies we received through 
funding during COVID.  

We are busily planning the annual 
Library Craft Fair scheduled 

for September 25th. This year we 
have scheduled a rain date September 
26th.  We are delighted to have several 
vendors registered and we are excited to 
start collecting raffle prizes while the 
Recreation Commission is planning some 
children and family events.  It is truly 
an Otis community event. If you would 
like to help please contact the library. I 
am excited to have the library open and 
busy.  Thank you for your support as we 
proceed with care and caution. OO

66 Main St. Great Barrington, MA 01230
p. (413) 528-0024 * f. (413) 528-6093

www.domaneys.com

Fine Wine * Unique Beer  * Discount Liquors
Temperature Controlled Wine Room * Cigar Humidor

Domaney’s
BEER    WINE    LIQUOR 
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Concerned about your infant  
or toddler’s development?

Give us a call and we can set up an 
appointment to talk with you about 

any concerns you may have.

Certified Therapists
offering evaluations & visits
at your home, in our center,

or through telehealth.

Dept. of Public Health Certified  
Early Intervention Program.

924 S. Main Street 
Great Barrington

413-717-4083

pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

Concerned about your infant  
or toddler’s development?

Give us a call and we can set up an 
appointment to talk with you about 

any concerns you may have.

Trained Therapists  
offer evaluation & home visits  

to eligible children.

Dept. of Public Health Certified  
Early Intervention Program.

924 Main Street 
Great Barrington

413-717-4083

pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

PDC
SOUTH

924 S. MAIN ST.

The Rural 

ETHICIST
No Webs for Worry
By Katharine Adams

A startling morning sight, clutched 
onto the window screen in the 

bathroom. Inching my way closer to 
inspect, I could make out the faint 
tracings of the screen’s grid before his 
body. Whew, I knew he was hanging 
outside.

I cannot bear to snap a picture of his 
3-inch, mottled leg span. Squinting, 
I think he appears to be wearing 
muted, dark brown and tan-striped 
stockings. If you are an appreciator of 
the monochromatic, he does display 
remarkable subtlety …

Still, I can’t commit the sight of him to 
memory with a photo. It only means my 

heart and stomach would switch places 
when I later stumble across it.

Go yell him away, tell him he doesn’t 
belong here, I pray to dear Mr. Spouse. 
We pass each other in the doorway, and I 
note his mouth set with duty. I’m grateful 
he is willing to go take a look.

Over my shoulder, I toss; Go back to 
the woods, toward the unwelcome 

creature suspended from the screen 
window. I’m usually friendlier to guests, 
but this one is an intruder.

I can hear the rattle of a screen in my 
wake. A kindly voice observes, in glowing 
tones: Awe, what a beautiful spider. And 
after a beat, in case I missed his first 
mention, it is underscored: Now, that’s a 
beautiful spider.

The screen only rattles briefly, message 
sent. Shortly, the Brave One reenters our 
room, nonplussed, coffee mug in hand.

That’s about the biggest one I’ve seen 
around here, he languidly announces. 

But we disagree as to size. My handy 
gauge (the three, one-inch segments 
of my pointer finger) would swear 
the creature measures a full 3 inches; 
however, my partner in crime, being 
a lifelong craftsman, pronounces the 
critter’s leg span to be about 2.5 inches.

I do believe he may be right. I’m 
starting to sort of silently agree that 
the unsettling visitor might be a wee 
bit smaller—maybe bordering on 2.75 
inches’ worth of leg span. But his size is 

so shocking, that I’m just not sure? So 
I only reply, hmmm. Then, I realize I’m 
probably inflating the little scalawag’s 
stride. I become convinced my husband is 
right, although I don’t say it aloud.

Well, he’ll read it here, and may he savor 
this marital morsel.

The following morning, I note another 
little black spider, this one with two 

raised front claws, skittering along a jute 
area rug. As long as he does not crawl in 
my bed, I guess I might barely tolerate 
his comical presence. It is decided: I 
haul out my vacuum on a 90° day, and 
spend drenched hours siphoning all 
corners of the house. In trying to find 
the silver lining, I’m maybe thankful 
these creatures finally lit a fire under my 
keister to commence a spring cleaning.

I’ve spent considerable time in my life 
trying to imagine ways to avoid crossing 
paths with the rampant eight-leggers 
of the world. In my mind, when I was 
twelve, I invented a round, clear-glass 
house, purposefully absent of corners. 
Yes, I’d consider dwelling within a 
transparent sphere, hung up in the air, 
supposing it would not be an inviting 
realm to those sorts of housemates who 
practice spinning webs.

Maybe my friend Kerry, an avowed 
“critter” avoider who cannot even 

utter the word “spider” (I can barely 
write it) might like to join me for a stay 
in this dreamy, spherical hotel? It would 
not be suspended from steel cables, 
because those are too tempting to spin 
webs between; no, this all-glass boarding 
house—like a garden gazing orb, or a 
hand-blown vitreous plant feeder—
would remain aloft, via a series of large 
air compressors. Maybe it’s not too late 
to try architecture school? Maybe an 
expanded porcelain-and-glass topped 
cake stand would make a festive house, 
as an alternative.

I make a mental note to haul out the 
bottle of herbal repellent I meant to spray 
around our windows and baseboards, 
months ago; but instead, had set it on 
the counter with the word “spider” and 
drawing of same printed on the label, 
turned away, towards the wall. OO

Photo illustration by the author.
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HL Propane 
Co. Inc.

HL Propane 
Co. Inc.

ALL PROPANE IS THE SAME
OURS IS CHEAPER!!
100  GALLONS OF PROPANE FREE to new heat ing customers*

* Using 750 gallons per year. Call for details.
Call Toll Free M-F 8am to 4pm

www.hlfuel.com
518-794-9066

Route  20,  West  Lebanon,  NY 12195

The Rec 
Center
www.noticeotis
By Patricia Richard, Program Supervisor

Town Beach
Town Beach restricted to Otis Residents 
and their guests.  Open for the season. 
Closed for swim season 9/7. Must 
have a valid Transfer Station Permit 
(serves as your Town Beach Parking 
Permit) on your vehicle. Town Beach 
rules are posted at the Town Beach 
and https://townofotisma.com/
parks-recreation.../town-beach/

Please be respectful of the rules, fellow 
beachgoers and adhere to the posted 
speed limit:

• Swim season is open. Closed for 
the swim season 9/7/21.

• Transfer Station permits (must be 
current) serve as your Town Beach 
Parking Permit. To purchase please 
contact the Selectmen’s Office 
(413) 269-0103.

• For Otis residents and their guests.
• Parking and beach under police 

and video monitoring.

• Use at your own risk. No lifeguard 
on duty.

• Town Beach hours – dawn to dusk.
• A l l  minors must have adult 

supervision.
• Trash in, trash out.
• No grills, no alcohol.
• NO PETS, NO PETS, NO PETS!

Rules are also posted at the beach and 
www.noticeotis.com.  The Town Beach 
is located at the end of Great Woods 
Road, East Otis.

Exercise Classes @ the Otis 
Town Hall (in person)
Please visit www.noticeotis.com or call 
the Rec Center Office (413) 269-4541 
for more info.

• Wednesdays - 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Chair Yoga w/Connie Wilson/
ages 12+.

• Saturdays - 9:30-10:45 a.m. Mat 
Yoga w/Connie Wilson/ages 16+.

• In-person exercise classes started 
in July. We will no longer be 
offering online exercises classes.

• Online Facebook - Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. Inspirations 
w/Viktoria Seavey

Rec Center
The Rec Center Cardio Room, Pool 
Tables and Wi-Fi usage are open for 
use. Reservations are required.  Please 

visit www.noticeotis.com to reserve 
your time slot(s).

Passes
Discount FunZ Trampoline Park 
( West f ie ld ,  M A) Jump Passes.  
Avai lable to Otis residents/Otis 
taxpayers only.  $10/60 minute Jump 
Pass.  Purchase at the Rec Center 
office.

Zoo on the Go (The Zoo in Forest 
Park and Education Center) – Learn 
(and see in person!) about mammals, 
repti les, birds, amphibians and 
arthropods!  8/7/21, Saturday, 1:00 
p.m., Otis Town Hall.  FREE!

Coming Soon
• Jewelry Workshop
• Painting Workshop

Please check the Rec Center’s Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/
noticeotis  or www.noticeotis.com for 
more information. OO

Otis Recreation Commission, 70 
North Main Road, 413/269-4541, 
RecCenter@townofotisma.com

www.noticeotis.com

Jen Catolane, Commission Chair
Dana Pustinger, Commissioner
Kathy Carroll, Commissioner
Kelly Kennedy, Commissioner, Alternate
Patricia Richard, Program Supervisor
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OPEN EVERY DAY
8AM - 8PM

152 S. Main Rd. (Rte.  8)
Otis

SOAP & SUDS LAUNDRY

Otis.  We all recognize the name if we 
are from this area.  It’s our town!  

But, there are very few people, even 
among Berkshire residents, who have 
any idea where Otis is.  Is that near North 
Adams?  Is that on the NY line?  How do 
you get there from the Taconic?  Which 
train stop is it?  Are there direct flights? 
(Just kidding!)  We’ve all been asked if 
the air force base is there, and no, that 
is a 22,000 acre National Guard air force 
base located on the Cape.  Definitely 
never in the Berkshires.  Methinks it 
is where the elevator was invented.  
But once again, no.  Otis elevator is 
headquartered in Farmington, CT and is 
a worldwide company.

So, what is the inspiration for this 
article?  I felt like writing something 

different and definitely humorous.  I 
was ruminating over it and WHAM!  My 
husband randomly said “I bet people 
wonder where the name Otis came 
from.”  A moment of enlightenment for 
me.  I thought anyone could find that 
out, I am going to tackle it from another 
side.  Thus, this article.

Otis is officially named after Harrison 
Gray Otis, a lawyer and politician 
during the Revolutionary era.  In 1810 
Otis was incorporated by swallowing up 

the unincorporated towns of Loudon 
and Bethlehem.  Since Harrison Gray 
Otis was from the Boston area, I really 
don’t know why he figured into the name 
of our town.  I am sure someone out 
there will know, but it is not really what 
this article is about.  We probably should 
have been “Knoxville” or “Knoxtown” 
for obvious reasons.

Getting back to our name.  Otis.  
Think about all the dogs around 

here named Otis.  I have met at least four 
since I moved here in 2004.  Who knows 
how many more are out there?  If you 
lived in Albany would you name your dog 
Albany?  Or name your dog Westfield?  
Torrington?  I highly doubt it.  We can 
then say Otis, as a dog name, has a 
certain panache and any dog named Otis 
must be a great dog.

What famous person named Otis 
do people think of immediately 

upon hearing we live in Otis?  Probably 
Otis Campbell, the town drunk on the 
Andy Griffith show.  Otis spent more 
time in the Mayberry jail sleeping off his 
binges than Barney Fife spent patrolling 
Mayberry!  Otis was a lovable drunk who 
never got arrested but instead, spent a 
free night in jail with a “get out of jail 
free and clear” card from Monopoly.  
How about Otis Redding?  He was a 
really famous soul singer.  Perhaps 
he sat on the dock on one of our lakes 

and was inspired to write “Dock of the 
Bay,” certainly his most famous song.  
Speaking of songs, the founder of the 
Temptations was Otis Williams.  Maybe 
he wrote “I Wish It Would Rain” waiting 
for the Reservoir to come up in April!  
Only a diehard Superman fan would 
remember the Otis and Lex Luthor evil 
friendship in that series of movies, but I 
want to forget that one.  No one should 
equate evil with our Otis that’s for sure!  
Back to a good Otis, the friend of Milo 
in the “Otis and Milo” movie.  A lovable 
pug and best friend of Milo the cat, Otis 
went on many adventures after being 
separated from his friend.  You have to 
love a cat loving dog.

Adventures end, and so do articles.   
I hope reading this has made you 

chuckle, made you laugh out loud or 
spurred you on to share it with everyone 
you know.  I hope it has brought 
laughter into a bad day or improved 
an already great day even more.  I am 
glad to live in a place that not many 
people can pinpoint on a map.  Keeps 
our little piece of heaven more peaceful 
and unpopulated.  We know how great 
it is to live here no matter what the 
town is called.  I suggest we change it to 
Nirvana.  Ahhhhhhhh … OO

What’s in a Name?
By Sandy Balayan
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Most of us didn't anticipate 2020 
to transpire the way it did. We 

didn't expect a small virus would turn 
our world upside down and pull our 
lives apart. 2020 affected us all one 
way or the other.

I've heard the above sentiment about a 
million times, yet it still has its grips. 
We lived through this "quake," and the 
aftershocks followed up with us in 
different forms. We are now in a new 
phase, similar to a grieving process. 
We've been moving through denial, 
anger, bargaining, depression and 
acceptance.

Many of us are now challenged to find 
the best ways of putting the shattered 
pieces together and create a "new 
normal." I personally don't believe in a 
"new normal," I'd instead gain strength 
and empowerment from a new, 
renewing life image. What that image 
is going to be is up to each of us. Will 
that be normal? I’ll let you answer that.

I went to HomeGoods the other day 
because I wanted to buy storage 

baskets. I touched many different 
items as I looked, and the excessive 
smell of the natural woven baskets was 
tickling my nose. I was standing in the 
checkout line, battling with my itching 
nose, trying to avoid sneezing in the 
store. I'm one of those loud-sneezers, 

and I could not hold it anymore—I had 
to let it out. Dead silence. Long seconds 
of no movement. Then the cashier 
broke the spell, shouted: "Bless you!" I 
thanked her.

I had noticed on several occasions 
since 2020 that when I had to sneeze 
or cough around others, my mind 
and body collapsed into worry, and I 
became anxious. As if it was a sign of 
sickness, a plague, something to hide 
so I won't be burnt. In truth, it is our 
body's intelligence to sneeze and cough 
away particles that don't belong there. 
It's a healthy response. Besides my 
sneezing, the stress response was also 
triggered that day.

Therefore, as we are crafting and 
gingerly building the new life image, 
we may consider a few things.

Firstly, the "quake" had left us 
with an increased level of stress. 

Some of those factors seem almost 
insignificant, like sneezing in the 
store. On the other hand, some are 
more life-altering, like relationship 
issues or financial hardship. But 
there is one thing in common: 
they deplete our energy resources 
regardless of their size. The depletion 
of our energy can lead to mental and 
medical imbalances, especially when 
it's unnoticed. Our energy matters! I 

emphasize the significance of self-
awareness often in my Facebook Live 
Inspirations and in my coaching work.

Secondly, learning to cope with 
stress and the changing world is 

super important. However, I always 
felt that “coping with something” 
barely keeps my head above the water, 
just enough not to drown. I would want 
more than that! To develop strategies 
that help me rise above it all, not by 
ignorance but by consciously creating 
a new way of being.

And finally, there are tools and 
strategies that we can acquire 

to strengthen our ability to rise and 
expand into a new life image. Recent 
studies show that the heart is way 
more than a blood-pumping engine. 
The heart has its own intelligence 
that, when in harmony, can energize 
other systems in the body and beyond. 
The HeartMath Institute has done 
research on the subject since 1991. 
One of their techniques, called heart-
focused breathing, is about "focusing 
your attention in the heart area. 
Imagine your breath is f lowing in 
and out of your heart or chest area, 
breathing a little slower and deeper 
than usual. Find an easy rhythm that's 
comfortable."

It's an easy-to-use practice, yet its 
effects in stopping the impact of 

stress on the body are measurable. It 
eliminates energy drains and helps 
us build a heart-centered life in this 
changing world.

Share your thoughts at hello@
v i k t o r i a s e a v e y . c o m .  V i s i t 
viktoriaseavey.com for more. OO

A Heart-Centered 
Life Image
By Viktoria Seavey

Viktoria Seavey, Healing Life Coach.

Photo Evelyn Garvey

413-243-1519 • hahagenah@gmail.com 
berkshirebuyerbroker.com

B E R K S H I R E
B U Y E R  B R O K E R S
Exclusive Buyer Representation
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42 EAST OTIS ROAD

OTIS, MA 01029

42 EAST OTIS RD.  
OTIS, MA 01253

OUTDOOR STORAGE
Cars • Boats 

Campers
INDOOR STORAGE

•
Storage units 

 10’ X 12’  
and  

10’ X 20’

Data from several weather sources 
around the globe agree that 

2011-2020 was the warmest decade 
recorded. The ocean’s waters act as a 
“heat sink,” and those warmer waters 
drive our weather patterns and spawn 
a greater number and increased 
intensity of storms.  In the Northeast 
we will generally see more frequent 
and more intense precipitation, heat 
waves, warmer fall and spring, and 
warmer winters with heavier snow and 
ice. In Otis, we should be watchful for 
health risks from increased activity in 
these areas:

• Stor m-re l ated f lood ing a nd 
damages

• N u m b e r  o f  d a y s  w h e r e 
temperatures exceed 90°F

• Number of days where allergens 
can bloom and trigger asthma

• Numbers of ticks and mosquitos

• Algae blooms on lakes & ponds

From 1971-2000 there was an average 
of less than one day per summer 
when the temperature exceeded 90°F 
in the Farmington River watershed 

(where almost all of Otis is located). 
Without a reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions, the maximum number 
of days could reach 17 per summer 
by mid-century and 65 days per year 
by the 2090s.  Most at risk are those 
who work outside or whose homes or 
workplaces are not adequately cooled, 
especial ly those with underlying 
medical conditions.

What’s more concerning is the 
trend for warmer nighttime 

temperatures (above 70°F).  Historically, 
cooler evening temperatures in the 
Berkshires have allowed us to cool our 
body temperatures and our homes by 
opening windows and using fans to 
bring in the cooler air. As with daytime 
temperature spikes, those who live 
in homes without air conditioning 
or have underlying health issues are 

most at risk. This very often includes 
folks living in older homes and those 
struggling financially.  To learn more 
visit: https://resilientma.org/data/
data

Paradoxically, cold spells will still be 
with us because large amounts of 

warmer air can periodically displace 
cold arctic air and push it southward, 
such as happened this past winter.

The Town of Otis is working on hazard 
vulnerability and mitigation planning 
to address and adapt to our changing 
climate at the local level.  Here are a 
few things that we as a community can 
consider:

• R esidents  c a n s ig n up for 
emergency alerts: send your name, 
Otis address and phone number 
to Brandi Page at TownAdmin@
townofotisma.com

• Identify vulnerable individuals 
who may need assistance due to 
lack of air conditioning and/or 
underlying medical conditions; 
open the cool ing center for 
vulnerable individuals

• I nc rea se  ou r  home energ y 
efficiency to reduce demand on 
the regional electricity grid and 
save on utility bil ls; promote 
homeowner programs such as 
MassSave and Berkshire County 
ARC. OO

Warmer 
Temperatures 
Drive Our Weather 
Patterns
Submitted by the Hazard Mitigation and 
Climate Change Adaptation Planning 
Committee
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Our store 
 

farm & home
and  office

will open as soon as renovations 
and restoration are complete at

MONTEREY 
GENERAL

448 Main Road in Monterey
montereygeneral.com

brockmanrealestate.com 
41 3 -52 8 -91 0 0

The Berkshires’ 
Premier Boutique 

Real Estate Firm 

with a unique talent 
of matching just the 

right property with 
just the right buyer.

in good part it’s because 
we work really hard 

we care and we listen

Chapin Fish, Broker   The #1 Selling Realtor in the 
Berkshires cumulatively over the last 12 years 

with over $166 million in sales

Considering Selling?  
Contact us for an honest and 
professional market analysis.  

Brockman Half 2020.indd   1 1/22/20   12:10 PM

I read with interest L. Scott Kelly’s 
past few articles and the June 

column struck a nerve. I too am a 
retired policeman. Scott and I are 
brother officers, all police officers are, 
so we must be careful that the “thin 
blue line” doesn’t skew our perspective. 
Let me explain.

The policing problem in America has 
existed for decades. Proposed police 
reforms are the fodder of political 
rhetoric, protests, misinformation 
and emotional opinions. The police 
officers, nationwide, who continually 
abuse their power, and there is 
absolutely no excuse for that, have no 
place in our police forces. Thank God 
they are few and far between. One 
problem is how we recruit and train 
the nation’s police forces.

Most police recruits are young, 18 to 
25, fresh out of high school, college 
or the military. They have little “life 
experience” to base their decision-
making on. They take a battery 
of tests designed to demonstrate 
their problem-solving ability, their 
psychological soundness and physical 
ability. Testing, with government 
mandated guidelines, becomes a 
means to an end, rather than a process 
where the best candidates rise to the 
top. Point one: The police recruit 
youth and inexperience over mature, 
grounded, life experience.

Now the recruit is hired by a 
department and enrolled in a 

police academy. Here retired police 
officers teach them the laws, firearms 
training, pol ice procedures and 
physical restraint training. Training is 
based on the Marine Corps psychology 
of breaking a recruit down and building 
them up in their image. The cadre, 
retired police officers, have 25 plus 

years “surviving” in what they consider 
a broken system.  Their mentality 
is based on the good (police) versus 
the bad (criminals). This “us versus 
them” mentality has been pressed into 
their souls, and they can’t help but 
pass this on to recruits. Any forward-
thinking diversity training is often 
conducted by non-police agencies. 
Being non-police there is a suspicion 
that this training is just something to 
be endured and not embraced. Point 
two: Almost immediately the recruit 
is introduced and indoctrinated in the 
“us versus them” mentality.

The recruit now reports to their 
department where they participate 

in field training, riding with veteran 
officers for several months. The 
recruits soon realize that for many of 
their calls, they do not have adequate 
training or access to resources to 
address those problems. They hear 
from their training officers that to 
survive, it is “us versus them,” and 

Policing in 
America
By Peter Cameron
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CHARLEY GIAIMO
(212) 495-9945
charley.giaimo@sunrun.com

See how much you could save by going solar.
Call or text today for a free consultation.

Call to see if your home qualifies for a  
zero cost installation and equipment.   
Go green to save green!

Copyright © 2020 Vivint Solar Developer, LLC.  All rights reserved.  
Vivint Solar Developer, LLC (FIN: 80-0756438) is a licensed contractor in each state in which we operate.  
Massachusetts License: 170848; 15688 A; SS-002342

they can only count on other police officers. They begin to 
see that their arrests, good arrests, are quickly thrown out 
of court simply because courts are too busy. The gist of the 
psychological lesson is that no one else (non-police) gets it, 
and that police are the only ones that can save American 
society. Point three: The young officer now is thoroughly 
indoctrinated in the “us versus them” mentality. They trust 
only other police.

The recruit is finally on their own. The stage is set for 
bad things to happen. Most will not challenge senior 

officers, even if they are kneeling on someone’s neck, 
killing them. They believe almost exclusively in the thin 
blue line, which at times excludes common sense. They 
draw and fire their weapons at “them” because they dare 
to defy “us”. There is no support from the judicial branch 
that is swamped with cases or from the legislatures which 

overreact first to public outcry, lastly to police needs. Point 
four: The officers feel they can only depend on other police 
officers. They feel isolated, alone and they are the only 
defense society has against “them.”

Where does this end?  Just watch the news. 
Unfortunately, the socio-economic reality of urban 

life dictates that in American cities, “them” are often 
persons of color. The solution? Don’t defund but rather 
refund the police.  Invest in a nationally certified, unified 
system of basic police training. Start solving the problem 
at the beginning, not at the tragic end. Ultimately, it will 
require a clear, honest dialogue between police, the public, 
legislatures, the court system and a diverse mix of key 
community leaders to fix this. To quote Mr. Kelly, “One 
nation, under God, with liberty and justice for all.” OO
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S t r i d e  i n t o 
S p r i n g
After winter’s onslaught,
greyness, snow, wind
piercing to the depths,
I long to enter
the gateway to spring.

Will that gateway
be forsythia,
their burning yellow brightness
illuminating my yard?

Or dogwood,
their purple and pink,
dancing together gracefully
at road’s edge?

Perhaps daffodils,
first gently emerging
through softened soil,
then proudly displaying
a subtle lemon glow?

Or rhododendrons
fronting my windows,
with plump buds
exploding in
pink and red splendor?

As days lengthen
anticipation grows.
Then, on cue,
all appear as one,
a colossus of
coordinated color,
movements of
a silent symphony.

I ascend the podium,
baton in hand,
ready to stride into spring.

Barry L. Zaret
barry.zaret@yale.edu

The Chairperson of the Select 
Board began the Zoom meeting on 

July 13th at the scheduled time of 7:00 
p.m.  After the Call to Order, it was 
noted that all of the board members 
were present.  Then, the minutes of 
June 22nd and July 6th were approved 
unanimously.

The next topic was the installation of 
new poles (on 1340 -1431 West Center 
Road) for the purpose of mitigating 
power outages.  The entire board 
supported this project.

Previously, at the June 8th meeting, 
there was a discussion about waiting 
the legal requirement of 30 days 
before a former official can hold 
another town position.  The 30 days 
passed, and Bill Hiller was appointed 
to the Technology Committee, and 
given the title of MLP Manager, a paid 
position.

T he boa rd received on ly one 
response to their advertisement for 
a town assessor.  The candidate was 
interviewed but it was decided not to 
hire this individual, and to continue 
working with the current firm.

Working with the members of the 
Finance Committee, the board 

approved unanimously the transfer 
of funds for FY2021.  For the specific 
amounts, and the list of transfers, 
refer to the minutes of the Select 
Board on the town website.

The board talked about the illegal 
dumping of garbage outside of the 
Transfer Station gates.  The person 
responsible for the violation (a 
Sandisfield resident) was identified, 
and will be notified by the Otis police 
who will issue a trespass order.

Recently, Larry Southard met with 
Diane Provenz (a Co-Chair of the 
Otis Historical Commission, and a 
Director on the Otis Preservation 

Trust Board) and Lynne Geane 
(President of the Otis Preservation 
Trust) to exchange information 
about how to move forward with 
the St. Paul ’s project.  The board 
received a timeline (prepared by Steve 
McAllister from the architectural 
firm, Clark & Green) which outlined 
the scope of the renovation.  Larry 
Gould, the Building Inspector, stated 
that a formal proposal from the firm 
was necessary so that the town can 
hire them.  After this information was 
provided it will be forwarded to the 
town attorney to review it.  Both Ms. 
Provenz and Ms. Geane emphasized 
their willingness to work with the 
town and that their meeting with Mr. 
Southard was productive.

The warrants were approved and 
ready for the Select Board to sign.

The chairperson spoke about a letter 
that pertained to visiting nurse 
services for Otis. To learn more about 
this subject the letter will be attached 
to the Select Board minutes.

Lastly, under the heading, “Any 
topics not reasonably anticipated 

at time of posting," a member of the 
Celebration Committee announced 
that Celebration Day will be held on 
August 21st, behind town hall.  The 
activities include an auction, and an 
opportunity to have your antiques 
appraised.  Everyone is invited to 
attend this day of fun. [Editor’s 
note: Celebration Day was cancelled 
subsequent to the Select Board meeting.]

At 7:38 p.m. the meeting was 
adjourned. OO

Select Board 
Sessions
By Celeste Watman
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Smile and Say “Seeds”
By Deborah Hankin

Ever wander down the aisle at the 
Big Y or Tractor Supply and come 

face-to-face with that dazzling display 
of countless colorful seed packets? The 
photos on the diminutive packs remind 
me of “veggie selfies.” Just like with 
people selfies, where we unabashedly 
erase wrinkles, double-chins, pimples 
and gray hairs, so with the seed wrappers. 
There are no signs of nasty nibbles from 
bugs, blighted leaves, dirt or decay. They 
are all picture-perfect!

Sometimes the romanticized packets 
depict storybook illustrations of what 
you will grow. And from that picture, 
I truly have no idea what will happen. 
With delight, I wonder if I will get my very 
own beanstalk? The fantasy of “fairytale 
greens” is too delightful to resist, and I 
buy pack after pack.

Every year, several months prior 
to planting, Eve, Goddess of the 

Community Garden, inquires what all 
the gardeners want to plant in the spring 

so she can purchase seeds. “Last year, we 
had too many radishes. Can we have more 
string beans?” or, “ Oh, I love patty pans, 
who doesn’t? But how about some more 
burpless cukes this time around?” And so 
the email discussion goes with our fellow 
gardeners.

At the Otis Community Garden, seeds 
are ordered many months in advance 

from Fedco, our preferred seed purveyor, 
so we get our first choices. Eve knows they 
tend to sell out early. Fedco’s “down and 
dirty” website is decidedly unromantic 
and uninspiring but pay no mind, their 
no-frills seeds do the trick.

As a neophyte gardener, I was taken aback 
by how few seeds are needed to produce a 
bumper crop of, say, radishes, cucumbers 
or lettuces. The “industrial-looking” seed 
packets have a plethora of inscrutable 
ideograms on the back depicting when 
one should plant, how deep, how wide, 
should they be soaked first or not, etc. 
Those instructions are like deciphering 
a produce Rosetta Stone to me. Luckily, 
I have my Otis community gardeners to 
show me the way.

The first time I planted with Eve, she 
instructed me how to, with the back 

of the trowel, drag it down the length of 
the patch for several feet to make a little 
inch-wide trench that is 1/4 inch deep. 
Then with great precision, I was directed 
to disperse the seeds at an even pace 
down the line. Doing my best “Iron Chef” 
impersonation, I took my seed packet in 
my left hand and grabbed some seeds 
in my right hand. Holding my fingers 
at shoulder height, like I was about to 

expertly season a filet mignon with 
finishing salt, I sprinkle.

“Eve, is it ok if all the seeds are in one spot 
only? I kind of overdid it.” I pointed to the 
ground where it looked like someone had 
dropped the top of a sesame seed bun in 
dirt.

She encouragingly directed me to 
kind of “mush” the seeds around and 

push them all the way down the trench  
a ways. Apparently, planting seeds is a tad 
forgiving, and I am relieved to have her as 
my gardening guru.

To finish, like putting little babies to bed, 
we cover the seeds with a light blanket of 
dirt and water them gently.

A week or two later, when I see the seeds 
first sprout up through the soil, I feel 
truly giddy. It worked! I do a little garden 
jig on the spot.

Then that feeling dissipates into a bit 
of despair. The big decision awaits. 

Who will live and who will die, otherwise 
known in gardening as “thinning.” It 
seems like such a waste to make space for 
some and dispatch others. Still, this is a 
best practice, and spacing matters when 
growing the best veggies or so I have 
been told. With solemnity, I yank the 
“sacrificial sprouts.”

And then it dawns on me. Waste not, want 
not. I cheer up once again, thinking about 
how lovely the sprouts will be scattered 
atop my open-faced avocado toast 
sandwich for lunch, picture-perfect for 
an Instagram post. Taking a pic, I say to 
myself  “smile and say seeds!” OO

  
 

 

 

From seeds to success, veggies will be 
ready soon to pick.

Photo:  Deborah Hankin
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Otis History
American Indian 
History of Western 
Massachusetts 
Epilogue 
By Peter Cameron

Peter Cameron is an Otis, 
MA resident and a retired 
policeman. He is a graduate 
of Central Connecticut State 
University with a B.S. in 
History with a concentration in 
U.S. Colonial History.

Over the last three issues we have 
sifted through American Indian 

history in the western Massachusetts 
area. Indian culture was an intricate and 
involved system that was balanced on 
survival and coexistence. They valued 
beliefs in nature and the environment 
that represented a deep religious 
devotion. All of this was thrown out of 
balance by the arrival of the Europeans. 
Suddenly these interlopers were the focus 
of Indian life. Tribal warfare became the 
norm and coexistence was dependent 
on the benevolence of the white man. 
Although they didn’t realize it, this was 
the beginning of the end for their way of 
life.

Indian life followed a seasonal pattern. 
As spring dawned each tribe broke from 
larger winter groups into smaller family 
groups. They searched out land they 
could slash and burn to plant  crops for 
the growing season. The men would go 
off to hunt and fish where they knew the 
game ran or the spawning runs of fish 

abounded. They built long huts of bent 
saplings covered with bark. These groups 
abounded in the southern Berkshires. As 
the Europeans encroached, fur traders 
walked the small Indian paths, slowly 
enlarging them as they visited Indian 
camps looking for furs.

The main routes through the 
Berkshires were the Mohawk trail, 

present day Route 2 to the north and 
the Great Road later to become the 
Knox Trail to the south. Both began as 
simple Indian trails. The northern route 
was used by the Mohawks to avoid the 
Mahicans to the south and gain access 
to the Connecticut River valley to the 
east to attack the Pocomtuc and other 
Algonquin speaking tribes. The southern 
route was a simple Mahican Indian trail, 
connecting the Hudson and Connecticut 
River valleys. Both trails were used and 
improved first by Dutch fur traders, later 
the British military and then by settlers 
entering the area. It was in this fashion 
that the Indian civilization grudgingly 
gave way to white settlements. Without 
the  trails access into what was then the 
Berkshire wilderness would have been 
problematic or next to impossible for the 
white settlers.

Loudon, the predecessor of Otis, 
wasn’t opened to settlement until 

after 1760 and didn’t become a town 
until 1773. Thirty-six years before, 
the proud Mahican tribe along with 

their refugees had been reduced to the 
Stockbridge Indians, so any large Indian 
presence in the Berkshires was gone 
when Loudon came into existence. The 
last Indian “scares” anywhere in the 
area occurred during the French and 
Indian war in the 1750s. By 1776 and 
the American Revolution, most of the 
Stockbridge Indians were off fighting 
with the Colonists and the Mohawks with 
the British. When the revolution ended in 
1782, what remained of those proud tribes 
were already beginning to move west.

While the Mahicans, Pocomtucs 
or Mohawks didn’t play a direct 

role in founding our town, they created 
a network of trails throughout the 
Berkshires prior to 1720. These trails 
would eventually become fur traders’ 
routes, strategic military routes and the 
trail Knox used to haul his artillery train. 
More directly they played a large role in 
creating access for settlement to land that 
would become Loudon, eventually Otis. 
Unwittingly, the very Indian trails that 
sustained their culture allowed access for 
white settlement that ultimately drove 
Native Americans from the region. OO



August, 2021August, 2021 Page 21Page 21

Specializing In
New Homes
Custom
Woodworking
Framing
Roofing
Siding
Rot Repair

Remodeling
Kitchens

Baths
Additions
Windows

Decks

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED | FULLY INSURED
CSL 113610   •    HIC 200076

413-429-5972
 www.chaffeeconstructioninc.com

email: Chaffeeconstruct@gmail.com

DON CHAFFEE

Be a History 
Detective
Open to all kids ages 7-12 
interested in the history of 
Otis and Sandisfield MA.

There will be interviews, games, 
hiking information, photographs, 
a nd t he  most  i nterest i ng 
h istor ica l  st uf f  about our 
community.

Our f irst guest wil l be Mr. 
Thomas Ragusa. He is going to 
answer our questions about the 
cemeteries in town.

Are you interested in joining 
or have something you want to 
know about?

Please email us at:

OtisJrHistorical@gmail.com

Bradley Pustinger and Bodhi 
Morrison co-chairmen

Coming Soon

T he Otis Junior Histor ica l 
Society Website OO

2021 Annual Housatonic Heritage Walks 
Announced
Five Autumn Weekends of Free, Guided Tours
The Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area announces the 19th annual 
autumn Heritage Walks on the Saturdays & Sundays of September 4, 5, 6 & 11, 
12 & 18, 19 & 25, 26 & October 2, 3.

Eighty plus free, guided interpretive tours will be offered throughout Berkshire 
County, MA and Litchfield County, CT.

 The public is invited to 
participate in these family-
oriented, interpretive walks, 
of fered  i n  pa r t nersh ip 
with our region’s historic, 
cultural, outdoor recreation 
organizations. The Heritage 
Wa l k s  a r e  t h e  i d e a l 
opportunity to experience 
and learn about our region’s 
rich and varied local heritage.

Historians, naturalists and 
environmentalists will lead 

participants on explorations through historic estate gardens and town districts, 
behind-the-scenes cultural site tours, nature walks, trail hikes and tours of many 
of the industrial-site ruins that were once thriving local industries.  There will be 
Native American and African American history walks, a canoe paddling trip on 
the Housatonic River and a bike tour on scenic country roads.

Detailed Heritage Walks brochures are available at libraries, post offices, 
restaurants and grocery stores in the region.  The walks schedule is also available 
at:  https://housatonicheritage.org/events/heritage-walks/ .To request a 
brochure by mail, email  programs@housatonicheritage.org

2021 Heritage Walk participants will be subject to federal and state guidelines 
for safe conduct during the COVID-19 pandemic. OO

Berkshire National Fish Hatchery in New Marlborough.

Photo Diane Cote
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The Otis Observer, staffed by volunteers and 
funded by individuals and businesses, is 
published 11 times a year with a combined 
January–February issue. Donations are 
needed to continue publication, and 
can be sent to Otis Observer, PO Box 
533, Otis, MA 01253. Donations are 
tax–deductible as this newspaper has 
501(c)(3) status.

The Observer is available in Otis in 
outdoor boxes at Katie’s Country Store 
and the Otis Library as well as indoors at 
Papa’s Healthy Food & Fuel, Knox Trail 
Inn, Bruce's Hardware, Farmington River 
Diner, Fratelli's, Grouse House, the Otis 
Poultry Farm, Soap & Suds Laundry, the 
Recreation Center, Berkshire Bank and 
Town Hall. Sandisfield: Town Hall, the 
Library, and New Boston Inn; Lee: Lee 
Library; Monterey: Library and Roadside 
Café. Mailed and Gift Subscriptions–
complete form on the inside of the back 
cover. All the above subject to change.

We reserve the right to edit for space, style 
and clarity. No portion of the Observer 
may be reproduced without the express 
permission of the publisher. The Observer 
is not responsible for errors and omissions.

The Observer provides news and opinion 
articles as a service to our readers. Many 
articles come from sources outside of our 
organization. Where possible, the author 
and the source are documented within each 
article. Statements and opinions in these 
articles are solely those of the author(s).

The Otis Observer and its principals, 
officers, staff and volunteers disclaim any 
liability whatsoever for inaccuracies found 
in its content.

We invite submissions, news tips, photos, 
comments and suggestions including 
letters to the editor. For consideration they 
must be received by the 15– of the month 
prior to publication.

CONTACT US:CONTACT US:
Submissions  otisobserver@yahoo.com
Advertising  oobserverads@yahoo.com
Calendar listings  
            oobservercalendar@yahoo.com
Inquiries  oobserverinfo@yahoo.com
Letters to the Editor  
     oobserverletters@yahoo.com
Memories otismemories@gmail.com



Prepared by Sue Brofman

For inclusion in the Calendar, 
please send notices to 
oobservercalendar@yahoo.com

Note: Check events calendar 
townofotisma.com for up–to–date 
notifications/cancellations.

AUGUST

Out  n' About 
in Otis

NOTE:
Otis Town Hall is now open from 
8 am – 4 pm, Monday through 
Thursday.

Otis Librar y and Museum 
Summer Hours (Museum viewing 
by appointment only):

• Monday - 10 am to 4 pm
• Tuesday – 12 noon – 6 pm
• Wednesday - 10 am to 5 pm
• Thursday – 1 pm – 7 pm
• Friday - 10 am to 5 pm
• Saturday – 9 am – 1 pm
• Closed Sunday

Rec Center – Cardio Room, Pool 
Tables & Wi-Fi are open for use 
– Reservations are required.  Visit 
www.noticeotis.com to reserve 
your time.

Mass Audubon’s Pleasant Valley 
Wildlife Sanctuary – Pleasant 
Valley trails are open everyday 
dawn to dusk; Visitor Center 
window open daily 9 am–4 pm 
and restrooms available. Offices, 
buildings and gift shop are closed. 
Go to massaudobon.org for a list 
of in person, online programs and 
multi- day children's programs 
during the summer months.

Ju ly 30 –Aug ust 5 – On l ine 

Silent Auction sponsored by the Otis 
Preservation Trust to benefit the 
restoration of the East Otis Schoolhouse 
and the future “Community Arts 
Center” at  St. Paul’s Church.  To register 
go to: optin.today/auction or call 
516-697-0549.

Mon., August 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 9 am, 
Cardio Blast  at  https://w w w.
facebook.com/noticeotis, Heather 
Bilotta, Ages 16+, low impact, high 
results, workout for every fitness level, 
call or email Otis Rec Center for more 
information (413) 269-4541, otisrec@
verizon.net

Mon., August 2, Real Estate & 
Personal Property Taxes Due, Otis 
Town Hall

Mon., August 2, 7-8 pm, School 
Committee Meeting , Farmington 
River Regional Elementary School

Tues., August 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31, 8:30 
am, Inspirations at https://www.
facebook.com/noticeotis, Viktoria 
Seavey, jump start your day with clear 
intention, centered inspiration and 
positive imagination, call or email Otis 
Rec Center for more information (413) 
269-4541, otisrec@verizon.net

Tues., August 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31, 
10–11:30 am, Otis Explore and Play, 
join Nina of South Berkshire Kids 
every Tuesday for this caregiver/child 
program.  Meet outside behind the Otis 
Town Hall for stories, songs, creative 
crafts and play, weather permitting.

Tues.,  Aug ust 3,  6:30 –7:30 pm, 
Assessors Meeting, Otis Town Hall

Wed., August 4, 11, 18 and 25, 10 am, 
Chair Yoga at https://www.facebook.
com/noticeotis, Connie Wilson, Ages 
12+, call or email Otis Rec Center for 
more information (413) 269-4541

Wed., August 4, 10 am–12 noon, 
Council on Aging Foot Nurse, for 
appointments call Ralph at 413-269-
4094 or email at regleason@aol.com



August, 2021August, 2021 Page 23Page 23

Want to 
Subscribe to the 

Otis Observer?
To have the Otis Observer mailed to your 

home, complete the form below and 
make your check payable to the Otis 
Observer, for $15 (annual subscription 

fee for 11 issues) and mail to

PO Box 533, Otis, MA 01253

Name ________________________

Delivery Street Address/PO Box:

_____________________________

City, State, Zip  _________________

_____________________________

Winter Address ________________

_____________________________

From ___________ To____________

Email: ________________________

Check either one or both boxes:
Mail printed edition to me

 Email the electronic (PDF) version

/ // /





Mail? Email? 
Don’t miss your copy 
of the Otis Observer!

 Seasonal residents who wish to 
continue getting the OO monthly should 

let us know if they would 
prefer the online version (in color) 

or the paper copy mailed.

Please fill out the subscription form 
BELOW and return it as soon as possible.

 For more information contact us at 
oobserverinfo@yahoo.com.



Thurs., August 5, 12, 19 and 26, 8:30 
am, Inspirations at https://www.
facebook.com/noticeotis, Viktoria 
Seavey, jump start your day with clear 
intention, centered inspiration and 
positive imagination, call or email Otis 
Rec Center for more information (413) 
269-4541

Thurs., August 5, 6 pm, Otis Library 
and Museum (Zoom), Mary Pope 
Osborne, author of The Magic 
Treehouse series.  Storytelling and 
talk.  Inquire at info@otislibraryma.
org for more information

Thurs., August 5, 6 pm, PTA Meeting 
(Zoom), Farmington River Regional 
Elementary School

Sat., August 7, 14, 21 and 28, 10:00 
am, Mat Yoga  at https://www.
facebook.com/noticeotis, Connie 
Wilson, Ages 16+, Kripalu Yoga, all 
levels, call or email Otis Rec Center for 
more information (413) 269-4541, 
otisrec@verizon.net

Sat., August 7, 1 pm, The Zoo, Zoo 
on the Go, see them in person and 
learn about mammals, reptiles, birds, 
amphibians and arthropods. Free at 
the Otis Town Hall

Mon., August 9, 10 am – 12 noon, 
Council on Aging Haircuts, for 
appointments call Ralph at 413-269-
4094 or email regleason@aol.com

Mon., August 9, 7–9 pm, Planning 
Board Meeting, Otis Town Hall

Tues., August 10, 7–8:30 pm, Town 
of Otis Select Board Meeting, Otis 
Town Hall

Thurs., August 12, 5 pm, Otis Library 
and Museum Trustee’s Meeting, 
Otis Library

Fri., August 13, 7 pm, Pop-In Poetry, 
sponsored by the Otis Library and 
Museum, young adults and adults are 
welcomed to join in a poetry reading 
on the Farmington River Walk.  This 
month’s theme is “Transformations…
Despair to Hope - The Power to 

Change”; share your favorite poems 
or read those provided by the Library.  
The poetry reading begins next to the 
library.  For more information please 
email info@otislibraryma.org

Tu e s . ,  A u g u s t  17,  6 – 9  p m , 
C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n 
Meeting, Otis Town Hall

Wed., August 18, 10 am – 12 noon, 
Council on Aging Meeting, for more 
information call Ralph at 413-269-
4094 or email at regleason@aol.com

Wed., August 18, 12:30–1:30 pm, 
Council on Aging Blood Pressure 
Clinic, for appointments call Ralph 
at 413 -269 - 4094  or  ema i l  at 
regleason@aol.com

Wed., August 18, 6–8 pm, Cultural 
Council Meeting (Zoom)

Thurs., August 19, 6:30 pm, Diverse 
Otis Meeting, a panel discussion 
of “Profi l ing, how it began and 
why it  cont inues.”   For more 
information email Leigha Chaffee at 
onlylovecan413@gmail.com

Fri., August 20, 11 am–12 noon, 
Council on Aging Brown Bag 
Program ,  for infor mation ca l l 
Ralph at 413-269-4094 or email at 
regleason@aol.com

Sat., August 21, 2:30–10 pm, Antique 
Road Show, bring your treasures to 
be auctioned off by Blake Middleton 
and your own dinner while enjoying 
music and dancing. Beer, wine, soft 
drinks and deserts for sale.  Otis 
Town Hall.  For information contact 
otiscelebration@gmail.com

Tues., August 24, 7–8:30 pm, Town 
of Otis Select Board Meeting, Otis 
Town Hall

Thurs.,  August 26, 6 pm, Otis 
Library and Museum (Zoom), 
Ty Allan Jackson, author of Danny 
Dollar Millionaire Extraordinaire.  
Storytelling and talk.  Inquire at 
info@otislibraryma.org for more 
information.

Sat., August 28, 5–11 pm, The Fire 
Department Steak Roast, Otis Fire 
Department, 1 North Main Rd, Otis
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