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“I like to say it is like Tanglewood on Big Pond,” Fred Ryon said 
as he surveyed the crowd of lawn chairs and boats gathered on 

the banks of Big Pond. Saturday evening, August 13, the Big Pond 
Association sponsored their third annual “Big Pond Rocks” which is 
a fundraising event designed to foster community and raise money 
for the preservation of the integrity of the lake.

Close to 300 people attended this event with those on land and water 
dancing and enjoying hot dogs and hamburgers at twilight on what 
was a beautiful evening. Close to 20 boats, most tied together sharing 
snacks and laughter, were in the lake at the shores of a family’s 
property who graciously volunteer their waterfront each year for 
this event. The Magovern, Greenough and Zimmerman families are 
all descendants of the original property owners, John and Dorothy 
Magovern, and still gather whenever possible on the property. John 
was walking the shoreline in 1947 while Dorothy was at a board 
meeting at Camp Bonnie Brae. He loved the natural beach on the 
property and bought it for his family. John made sure the property 
was a true gathering place that insured his family would always be 
together.

Big Pond Rocks
By Sandy Balayan

People start gathering
 Photo: Nicholas Regester

Another summer month has gone and August 
is fading away. The heat is so intense, but no 

complaints because winter brings on the harsh 
cold. There are blueberries around my pond, and it 
makes me chuckle to see the chipmunks climbing 
the bushes to get a mouthful of the luscious fruit. As 
I walk into the garden the vegetables are plentiful, 
spread out like an artist’s palette.

The tomatoes are coming into their own glory. 
I already have my fresh mozzarella waiting in 
the refrigerator. The basil crop looks promising 
and I drool thinking about the next few weeks of 
caprese salad. Caprese salad is tomatoes sliced with 
mozzarella on top and basil. Then I pour balsamic 

By Margie Klein

OTIS COMMUNITY DAY is  
Saturday, Sept. 10th

at KNOX TRAIL INN
Come celebrate our community!

Enjoy food and beverages
Square dancing with  

Cliff Brodeur & Band, 2-4pm
Evening dance band

ALL FREE!
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Rocking the pond was resident 
Kevin Cornell and ten other 

musicians called “Crossroads” who 
played dance music and entertained 
the crowd with their talent. The 
music was outstanding and surely 
the draw that brought out so many 
people.

The event started as a way to 
raise money for the Association 

and was conceived during COVID, 
thusly, it became a large outdoor 
event. It was such a hit that the 
third annual Big Pond Rocks will 
not be the last. Although at press 
time there was no indication of how 
much money was raised through 
food and sales of Big Pond t-shirts 
and gear, it was on track to be a 
great fundraiser.

Speaking to Daniel Wollman, president of 
the Big Pond Association, one could better 
understand how this event was born. “We 
wanted to build community and bring 
people with a common interest together 
in a good way. Preserving the beauty and 
health of Big Pond is important to all the 
residents. We have several events to raise 
money and bring people together. Besides 
Big Pond Rocks and occasional pot luck 
dinners, we have a poker run with several 
stops around the lake where participants 
get a single card and the one with the best 
poker hand at the end wins. Also on these 
poker stops, there is educational material 
about invasive species to make people 
aware of what to look for.

“We also volunteer to help Camp Bonnie 
Brae each year with some heavy work 

projects as a way of supporting the oldest 
continuously operating Girl Scout camp that 
is a mainstay of Big Pond. The Association is 
roughly fifty years old and besides fostering 
community, we also do education and 
ongoing surveillance of invasive weeds and 
species in order to keep our lake healthy. A 
group of volunteers inspect the shoreline for 
erosion and take note of trees that may be in 
danger of falling. With a healthy reserve of 
money, we are able to act quickly if and when 
we find that the lake is infested with milfoil 
or phragmites for example.”

The community was definitely rocking and 
the camaraderie and joy was prevalent and 
heartfelt. A good time was had by all. And 
John Magovern would be very pleased to 
know that so many of the community are 
still gathering together and celebrating on 
his beloved Big Pond. OO

Association President Daniel Wollman.
Photo: Debra Pollack

vinegar and olive oil over it with some 
salt and pepper. Gazpacho, a yummy 
soup in the summer, easily made in 
my blender, is another tomato based 
delicacy. Do you notice a theme here? I 
really like tomatoes!

The garden vegetables have different 
colors and textures. The peas have 

almost said their goodbyes until next 
year. Thank you for your bounty, it was a 
delicious experience. Most of the flowers 
I mentioned last month have turned 
to vegetables. I see eggplants, squash, 
beets, and wow, green beans galore. We 
make our own black bean sauce, but you 
can also buy it at the market. We cook 
onions, carrots, and even put walnuts 
in with the beans and sauce. The lettuce 
looks plentiful and after a good washing 
the salads are wonderful. It’s joyful 
pulling a carrot out of the ground. There 
are no bagged carrots that taste anything 
like these. There are radishes, turnips 
and cukes also. The squash has been 
amazing, especially the pattypan squash 
that looks like flying saucers.

I just want to step on the brakes and 
hold onto this glorious gift. The 

volunteers have endless energy taking 
care of the garden. And two times a 
week they pick for two different food 
pantries. It always amazes me that out 
of the frozen earth of winter a bouquet 
of vegetables have arrived. I will end the 
article with this beautiful picture taken 
by Irene Fortier. OO

Nature’s bounty  Photo: Irene Fortier
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We Are Deeply Grateful  
to All Our Supporters  

for Donating to Our 
88th th Anniversary  Anniversary  
Annual AppealAnnual Appeal

We happily welcome any size 
donation, from $1 on up.
Donations can be sent to 

Otis Observer 
PO Box 533, Otis, MA 01253

or online at 
www.otisobserver.com 

(via credit card)

OPEN EVERY DAY
7AM - 9PM

152 S. Main Rd. (Rte.  8)
Otis

Soap & SudS Laundry

Grants for Cultural 
Programs Available 
September 1
By Jeanne Randorf

The Otis Cultural Council seeks 
applicants for grants to fund 

programs for town residents of 
al l ages. Programs must fit our 
mission of providing cultural access, 
education and diversity in the 
arts, humanities and interpretive 
sciences. We strongly support projects 
that promote communication and 
community-building.

Applicants can be artists, teachers, 
historians or any Massachusetts resident 
with a proposal that fits our mission. 
The application period is September 
1 through October 17, 2022. Our 
committee will review all applications 
in November and notify grantees by 
January 2023. Applications must be 
made online through the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council software. Complete 
information about the application 
process is available through this link:

https://massculturalcouncil.org/
communities/local-cultural-council-
program/application-process/

There are tutorials as well as a link to 
set up a user account and profile in the 
grants management system. Applicants 
will have access to the online application 
from that page.

One of our readers spied this sign on 
a recent trip to St. Croix in the US 

Virgin Islands. We respect their wish to 
remain anonymous but we wanted to 

thank them publicly for submitting this 
to the Otis Observer.

We look forward to reading your 
interesting and creative ideas for 
programs. If you have questions feel 
free to contact me, Jeanne Randorf, 
or any of the committee members 
listed below. The council email is 
culturalco.otis@yahoo.com. Our 
webpage is at: townofotisma.com/
cultural-council.

Our committee: Jeanne Randorf, Arlene 
Tolopko, Carol Lombardo, Carole Burke, 
Shanon Albee, Maggie Bragagnolo OO
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Mani George, MD
Certified American Board Internal Medicine

34 Bridge Street, Suite 106  
Great Barrington MA 01230

Phone: 413-296-8392

No mid-level provider employed at this office.

*Now accepting most insurances, including Tufts Secure Horizons! 

Great Barrington Internal Medicine

REQUIRED:
• Minimum of a high school diploma or equivalent
• Excellent oral and written communication skills
• Computer literacy in Microsoft Office Suite and other related technologies 

and tools
• Finesse and professionalism with adults and children
• Strict confidentiality in all matters a must
• High level of organization and ability to triage multiple tasks
• Good sense and good judgment
• Office presence and appearance

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Performs all office functions required by the Principal
• Daily attendance using Rediker (Admin Plus)
• Monthly newsletter/lunch menu – circulation and printing
• Registration of students (existing/new)
• Transfer records of existing students
• Controls the flow of information, activity, and access to the front office 

through procedures set by the Principal
• Answers the phone, takes/relays messages to all building personnel
• Maintains up-to-date information in students records, cumulative folders, 

and emergency cards
• Maintains accurate records for perfect attendance and honor roll awards
• Assist other staff (music, art, pre-school, etc.) with the printing of 

programs for performances
• Assists in the reservations and tallying of Senior Citizen lunches
• Performs any other tasks that the Principal may assign or need

APPLICATION PROCESS: Send a letter of interest/intent, three, current, 
work-related references, a copy of diploma, transcripts, degree, etc., 

and any other materials that will strengthen your candidacy to:
Eric Jesner, Business Manager, Farmington River Regional School District, 

555 North Main Road, Otis, MA, 01253 or ejesner@frrsd.org.

Equal Opportunity Employer • CORI checks and Fingerprinting required

FARMINGTON RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

WANTED: Front Desk Receptionist (Full Time)

Brian Battista 
Skimming the 
Surface
By Sandy Balayan

If you want to catch up with Brian 
Battista in East Otis you may have to 

put on water skis and join him on the 
Otis Reservoir. When not working, Brian 
is pretty much on the lake enjoying this 
great pastime. Recently on Facebook, 
Brian shared some great water skiing 
pictures and the Otis Observer decided 
to try to reach him on a landline. This 
reporter was certainly not going to try to 
catch up with him on the lake and do the 
interview while skiing next to him!

At 39, Brian has been water skiing 
since he was nine years old. It can 

seem like a daunting task to get up on 
skis and speed behind a boat. But, Brian 
was willing to try, especially since he 
said he felt a lot of peer pressure. He 
clearly remembers Memorial Day 1992 
when he got up on skis with friends on 
Lake Ashmere in Hinsdale. He developed 
a love for the sport and happily joins 
family and friends skiing together and 
teaching young people to water ski every 
summer on Otis Reservoir. His own 
children are all set to become the next 
generation on skis with eldest daughter 
Madelynn, age 13, starting at age four. 

Max Wagner conquers barefoot skiing.
Photo Brian Battista

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12
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35 Bridge Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

Ph: 413.528.2885   Fx: 413.528.9220
typesetting@kwikprintinc.com

www.kwikprintinc.com

• Full Color Digital Printing
• Full Color Envelope Printing
• Large Format Printing
• High Speed Copying
• Laminating
• Inline Bookletmaking
• Perfect Binding
• Folding
• Perforating
• Mailing Services
• Graphic Design Services

EXPERIENCE • SPEED • QUALITY

KWIK  PRINTI  N  C O R P O R A T E  D

Color

Celebrating overCelebrating over  
20 years 20 years as your localas your local
real estate experts.real estate experts.

G R E A T  B A R R I N G T O N  4 1 3 - 5 2 8 - 6 0 1 1  |  L E N O X  4 1 3 - 6 3 7 - 0 0 0 6  |  L A N C E R E A L E S T A T E . C O M

Local Experts. Local Experts. Global Reach.Global Reach.

Thank you!Thank you!

Our resident joke teller, Carolyn Lawry, shares another one of her gems with us this 
month. Long known for sharing whatever tickles her funny bone with family and 
friends, Carolyn is a delight to talk to and loves to share her great sense of humor with 
the readers of the Otis Observer.

At a theatre in Chicago, there was a gentleman who could often be found 
hanging around the lobby. Everyone called him the Marquis. One day I asked 
the theatre manager how he’d gotten this nickname and if it was because he was 
so distinguished looking. The manager replied, “No, we actually call him the 
Marquis because he hangs out in front of the theatre and he is usually lit.”
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413-243-1519 • hahagenah@gmail.com 
berkshirebuyerbroker.com

B E R K S H I R E
B U Y E R  B R O K E R S
Exclusive Buyer Representation

Private Camping Community  •  Sites for Sale
www.Klondikecampresort.com

Rt. 8 North, Otis MA

Private Camping Community • Sites for Sale
www.KlondikeCampResort.com  •  Rt. 8 North, Otis MA

Open House Saturday, June 3rd 11-4

Robbins-Zust Family Marionettes at Otis Town Hall Green on July 30th

Organized by the Otis Preservation Trust, sponsored by Otis Cultural Council

 For All Your Hair Care Needs  
 New Contact info:   

413 427-2656  
(text or call & leave message)

or email: hairinotis@gmail.com
Corner of 1 B Dr. & 129 Ridge Ave.  

East Otis, MA  01029
Appointments Only          Donna Argiro

Dion Robbins-Zust with children and giant puppet
Photo: Arthur Provenz

Robbins-Zust Marionettes coming alive during the Parade of Animals
Photo: Arthur Provenz



September, 2022September, 2022 Page 7Page 7

The Rural 

ETHIC IST
A September Survey
By Katharine Adams

Cra
ndall Self Storage1735 East Otis Road1735 East Otis Road

East Otis, MAEast Otis, MA
413-269-7200413-269-7200

••
Storage Units from 5x5 to 12x30Storage Units from 5x5 to 12x30

Convenient LocationConvenient Location
Well Lit / FencedWell Lit / Fenced

Gated Keypad entranceGated Keypad entrance

By appointment 413-269-7200
or visit CrandallStorage.com

September rolls in air bracing and 
vibrant. We’ve waited many months 

for a good, crisp apple; not that we 
wanted to hurry summer along. Along 
with soup and sweaters, a crayon box of 
changing leaves, jewel tone hydrangeas, 
a bible-thick issue of Vogue, knitting 
needles and yarn, and boot cultists 
stepping out, a side eye is cast to the 
dormant wood pile.

The origin of September is from the 
Latin word septem, meaning “seven,” 
the seventh month of the early Roman 
calendar. Just ten months long in a 
year of 304 days, the Roman calendar 
included the months of Martius, Aprilis, 
Maius, Junius, Quintilis, Sextilis, 
September, October, November, and 
December. The Romans seem to have 
ignored the other 61 days, maybe 
because they landed in the middle of an 
insufferable winter.

Legend has it that Romulus, founder of 
Rome, instituted the calendar in about 
738 BC. Britannica.com lists that this 
dating system was probably a product 
of evolution from the Greek lunar 
calendar, which in turn was derived 
from Babylonia.

In 46 BC, Julius Caesar introduced the 
Julian calendar and the year grew 

to include two more months: January 
and February. Later on, Quintilis and 
Sextilis were renamed July and August 
in honor of Julius Caesar and his great-
nephew, Augustus Caesar.

A baby born during this month would 
either be a Virgo (Aug 23 - Sep 22) or 
a Libra (Sep 23 - Oct 22). Sapphire is 
upheld as the stone for September, and 
the symbolic animal is the rooster, from 
the Chinese zodiac cycle.

The languid month of August has 
closed out, yet again. A renewed sense 
of productivity reigns each September. 

There is still time yet to enjoy a seasonal 
outdoor living room, if you’ve fashioned 
one at home: either a setting created 
from pavers and lawn chairs, or a bench 
to sit and ref lect in the garden, or 
cushioned wicker on the porch.

A personal favorite al fresco dining 
concept can be seen assembled out 

in nature, impervious to the elements: 
it features a carved stone dining table, 
pillars, artful plantings and a pastoral 
setting, located in south Berkshire 
county at Campo de’ Fiori garden center. 
Every so often, I like to stand and look 
at it. I can “see” the bounty laid upon it, 
and almost hear the lively conversation. 
It is a compelling place of worship, for 
one fond of throwing dinner parties.

Traditionally a month associated with 
catching up on novels, lolling by the 
seashore and closing down to go “on 
holiday” throughout Europe, August 
will stroll along until ironically, it leads 
up to that annual celebration devoted 
to the liberation of American workers 
from unsafe and dismal conditions: 
Labor Day. On June 28, 1894, President 
Grover Cleveland signed the observance 
of Labor Day into law, on the heels of 
Chicago’s deadly Pullman Palace Car 
Company strike and boycott.

The true founder of Labor Day has 
never been pinpointed. Some credit 

Central Labor Union secretary Matthew 
Maguire with first proposing the 
holiday, while others believe that Peter 
J. McGuire, cofounder of the American 
Federation of Labor, was the one who 
pressed for the idea.

September especially feels like back-
to-school month, even after one’s 

school days have long wrapped.

“It’s a second chance at those goals you 
set back in January,” writes Anna Hensel, 
assistant editor at Inc. magazine. Author 
Gretchen Rubin agrees: “September is 
‘the other January’.”

Researchers from UCLA, the University 
of Pennsylvania and Harvard teamed up 
to produce the research paper, “Fresh 
Start Effect: Temporal Landmarks 
Motivate Aspirational Behavior.” They 
propose that after a turning point 
marking time, such as the outset of a 
new season or year, many new “mental 
accounting periods” take hold in people. 
We tend to “relegate past imperfections 
to a previous period,” and take a big-
picture view of our lives, thereby 
“motivating aspirational behaviors.”

September carries other solemn 
memories forever burned in our 

consciousness. Having administered to 
rescue workers in the weeks following 
the terrorist attacks on September 11, 
2001, Father James Martin writes, “My 
experience of Ground Zero was a place 
of generosity and love, community and 
union. Charity, concord, and service.”

September is an opportunity to harvest 
grace. OO

Pastoral setting, Cool Whisper Farm
Photo: Katharine Adams
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42 EAST OTIS ROAD

OTIS, MA 01029

42 EAST OTIS RD.  
OTIS, MA 01253

OUTDOOR STORAGE
Cars • Boats 

Campers
INDOOR STORAGE

•
Storage units 

 10’ X 12’  
and  

10’ X 20’

Custom Window Treatments 
Upholstery

House Cleaning

Ransom & Daughter Home

(Part one of this article appeared in the August issue of the Otis Observer and had 
Peter f loating on his paddle board in the midst of Big Pond.)

It didn’t take me long to realize that heading directly into the wind is best done 
by fitter folk than I or those with a motorized craft. I decided that “tacking” 

(paddling to make a kind of zig-zag course) was my best option. Alas, although I 
worked like mad, I wasn’t getting even an inch closer to home.

I remember thinking, “Just wait 'til the breeze dies down,” and it seemed to do 
just that ... for about five seconds! And then it was as if the “God of Wind” had 
taken a deep breath, exhaled and sent my SUP (stand up paddling) exactly 90 
degrees from where I wanted to go. Round about that time, my thinking turned 
distinctly negative.

It certainly didn’t help that the “Big Pond Association” had scheduled a boat 
parade from 1:30-3 p.m. on July 3rd. I remember telling myself that I’d have 

gotten back except for them – a lie, of course, but it salved my pride a little. It 
had dawned on me that I was out of sight from OTB (Otis Town Beach) – and 
more than a little “overdue” at this point. Candidly, I feared that my family 
would get a “rescue boat” sent from the marina next to OTB, and what with 
inflation and double-overtime on a holiday Sunday, my misadventure would 
cost us $100 or more.

Your Family is Freaking Out! 
Part Two
By Peter Sohn

Time for a New Plan. I would make for 
the marshy shore of this “cove,” and I 
would either walk through what was 
sure to be a mucky bottom, tugging 
my SUP, to Loon Rocks, or do much 
the same on shore on a hoped-for path. 
From there (P on the map), I could 
“surely” make it back to OTB.

Right around then, two orange 
kayaks captained by a woman and 

her teenage daughter approached and 
the former inquired, “Are you OK?”

Heaven knows, an astute reader 
might be able to identify one or more 
“ judgment errors” earlier in this tale, 
but I dare say that my, “Yeah, but 
fighting this wind is a little tiring,” 
response was … out-and-out stupid!

Because, as I approached the marshy 
shore, I saw that there was no path on 
shore, and I realized that walking even 
a quarter mile through water was way, 
way! beyond anything I’m capable of 
doing.

So I remembered playing poker long 
ago and those magic words “I fold!” 

I decided to make for shore where 
there was a big structure.

Actually, I knew that it was probably a 
camp of some kind, because I could see 
about 10 canoes next to one another 
on the shore near the building. True, 
I couldn’t see any people there, but 
l-a-n-d now sounded 100 times better 
than w-a-t-e-r, and it was divine to 
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be able to steer the boat a few degrees from where 
it would have gone without me – right to a beaching 
point of my choosing!

But as I approached, I saw two people in red shirts 
cupping their hands around their mouths and 

shouting, “you can’t land here!” While my brain was 
trying to make sense of something that felt a whole 
lot like a death sentence, I saw out of the corner of 
one eye that a kayak with a man in it was following 
me toward shore. And then I heard him ask, “Are you 
Peter?”

I was dumbfounded, of course, but no sooner did I 
get out a, “Yes, but how …,” he all but shouted, “Your 
family is freaking out!”

Turns out that we were at Girl Scouts Camp Bonny 
Brae, and while the Camp Director, a formidable-

looking lady in a blue T-shirt reiterated that this 
was private property and I needed to leave, my 
new “angel-like” acquaintance said something like, 
“Medical emergency,” and those words turned the 
tide. I was allowed to stand on shore and save my 
sorry you-know-what.

He used his cell phone to call his wife and daughter – 
THEY, who had been sent to see if I was OK earlier in 
the story. My family was with them back at OTB. My 

angel assured everyone that I was (Did he say, “Seemingly?”) OK. 
The Camp Director gave them an Algerie Road address and when 
they arrived, my son, Josh, deflated the SUP and trunked it. My 
daughter, Amy, insisted I drink lots and lots of bottled water, 
since she reasoned that I must be dehydrated. My wife gave me a 
variety of looks that I’m still “unpacking” a week later – relief, the 
most apparent.

The Camp Director confirmed that the campers had arrived 
that morning and all had been tested as COVID free. Her 

desire to keep them that way had led to the initial No-Go edict. 
After a few days, the slight sunburn I had “picked up” edged out 
my slightly bruised ego as smallish reminders that Mother Nature 
is not to be trifled with. It’s even dawned on me that Hayes Pond 
might be closer to “picking on someone my own size.” OO



Page 10 Page 10  The Otis Observer The Otis Observer

Do you want to have the peaceful 
feeling of the wind blowing in 

your face, hearing bird songs, seeing 
beautiful ponds, flowing rivers, having 
solitude, inhale the smells of nature and 
see unfamiliar territory?

You can experience that if you’re on a 
bicycle. I am an avid biker and I live in Otis.

You don’t need an expensive high-end 
bike, but you will need a bike that is 
tuned and is safe to ride. When you ride 
you should always, always wear a helmet. 
Don’t leave home without one.

To achieve this “peaceful feeling” you 
will not bike on main roads, like Routes 
8 or 23, but on rail trails. What’s a rail 
trail you quizzically ask? A rail trail is a 
shared-use path constructed on former 
railway tracks after a railroad has 
abandoned it. It is for non-motorized 
traffic such as pedestrians, bicycles, 

scooters, rol lerbladers, runners, 
snowshoers and cross-country skiers. 
They are trails with gentle grades and 
well-engineered rights of way.

You will have to drive to each rail 
trail start point; See Google Maps for 
directions & distances.

The following are listed in alphabetical 
order:

Ashuwillticook Rail Trail a/k/a 
“The Ash.” This beautiful trail has 
just been resurfaced. You can start at 
the Berkshire Mall Road Parking lot 
located on Route 8 at the connector road 
between Routes 8 and 7. Or you can start 
at the new southern extension added at 
Crane Avenue. From the start at Crane 
Ave to the end of the trail in Adams is 
approximately 13 miles one way. The 
trail follows the Cheshire Reservoir 
and Creek and cascading Hoosic River. 
Just short of the Adams Visitor Center 
there is a restaurant on your right, AJ’s 
Trailside Café, which has both indoor 
and outdoor dining. It is a beautiful ride 
during the fall when the leaves turn color 
and reflect in the water surrounding a 
good portion of your ride. www.mass.
gov/ashuwillticookrailtrail.

Harlem Valley Rail Trail. Located 
in stunning rura l Duchess and 
Columbia counties, has marvelous 
landscape views as you ride over 
newly-constructed paved trail roads, 
and bridges over very scenic wetlands 

throughout the trail. Lots of birds to 
spot, so bring your binoculars. The 
website: www.hvrt.org/the-trail has 
a map of the trail. A wonderful ride is to 
park at Undermountain Road and bike 
south to Millerton Station, lunch at the 
Millerton Diner with outdoor seating or 
Harney & Sons Tea and Restaurant, also 
with outdoor dining

Norwottuck Rail Trail starts in 
Northampton, MA. Take I-91 to the 
exit at Route 9, where you can park 
and then bike across the bridge over 
the Connecticut River on the way to 
Amherst, where you can have lunch 
in town, or at the bike trail cafe, 
before biking back. It is 11 miles from 
Northampton to Amherst. Along the 
trail there are places to stop for ice 
cream and other snacks. Porta potties 
are on the route. It is also a beautiful 
trail, very popular and you will see some 
farm vistas and wonderful wildflowers 
along the route, www.mass.gov/
norwottuckrailtrail.

Southwick and Columbia Greenway 
Rail Trail starts right next to the Stop 
& Shop parking lot at 57 Main Street, 
Westfield. From there, you'll bike south 
alongside the Westfield River. The trail 
crosses over several bridges, the Little 
River, through many agricultural fields 
and farming communities. At about 
seven miles from the start on your right 
is Red’s Café, great for lunch, drinks 
and restrooms. There are porto sans 

Spokes
By Bob Rosen

FOR DETAILS and COVID requirements VISIT SANDISFIELDARTSCENTER.ORG

sand i sf i e l d
ARTS CENTER

5  H A M M E R T O W N  R O A D ,  S A N D I S F I E L D ,  M A

Sat., September 10 from 2-4 pm   free
Gallery Opening: “california dreamin’” 
Reception with artist Jaye Moscariello
exhibit on display through october 8

sat., September 3 at 8 pm   $20
chris brubeck and triple play concert

sat., September 17 from 11 am - 1 pm   free
smartphone photography editing 
Master Photographer Thad Kubis

Sat., September 17 at 7:30 pm    $45
evening of song
Linda Mironti, Brian De Lorenzo & Special Guests

Performance and special dessert buffet

Sat., September 24 at 7 pm    $15
a return to theater
with members of the sandisfield players
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on the trail. If you continue biking south 
you bike into Connecticut and, if you’re 
really adventurous, you can bike down to 
Long Island Sound. www.cityofwestfield.
org/407/columbia-greenway.

These are four bike trails within a reasonable 
driving distance from Otis. Pick one, and see 
how you like biking on a rail trail and then 
try the other three. I'm sure each trail will be 
worth the travel to get there and the effort 
you put in to bike them. The links above give 
more info on each trail so check them out for 
their own rules and regs.

Some suggestions in biking rail trials: watch 
your speed, you should not exceed 14 mph, 

these trails are not the Mass Pike; if you’re 
going to pass somebody, say loudly or say and 
ring your bell if one is on the bike “on your 
left," to let the pedestrian, the biker, etc. know 
that you're passing them on their left side.

If you come to an intersection with a stop 
sign, or there's a road crossing an intersection 
where you have to slow down and stop to 
cross the intersection and there are cyclists 
or other people behind you, put your hand 
out indicating that you're stopping so that 
people don't walk into you with their stroller, 
or hit you with their bike.

On many rail trails there are benches to 
sit on to take a break, picnic tables to 

stop at for your snack, historical markers 
to read and vistas to view. Soaking up the 
whole environment of biking a rail trail will 
invigorate you.

Have fun, bike safe and wear a helmet, 
always. OO

By Terry Gould

The second anniversary of the 
Otis Food Pantry has arrived. 

Over the past two years we have 
experienced an amazing array of life 
events. Many families have returned 
to earlier jobs or to new careers and 
are doing quite well. The cost of food, 
however, has remained high, keeping 
the visitors to our pantry consistent.

Through the past two years, the 
care and generosity of our neighbors 
remains strong. Residents and 
businesses continue to keep our 
shelves full. We are so grateful for 
this continued support.

Recently the Otis Ridge Garden 
Center held a sale of annual plants 
and patrons donated food when 
they came to buy. The garden center 
donated the proceeds from the sale 
to the pantry. This donation enabled 
us to stock our non-perishable 
shelves and we would like to thank 
Jamie and company very much. Otis 
Ridge and the Garden Center ROCK!

The quiet angels and owls continue 
to send in monetary donations, and 
we can purchase frozen meat from 

Whorles so that each household can 
go home with meat for a meal or two. 
Thank you!

The Community Garden stops in 
every week with whatever the current 
harvest is. This lovely fresh food 
supplements the Berkshire Bounty 
offerings each week. Everyone 
agrees that there is nothing like 
fresh vegetables in season. Thank 
you for sharing your harvest with 
the pantry. Hens here in Otis also 
continue to share eggs with us and 
we are happy to have them.

Non-Expired, non-perishable 
food may be left in the food 

safe box located at the back door of 
town hall. The box is monitored and 
emptied every day. Back to school 
snacks and breakfast foods are 
always needed. As we head toward 
fall, baking supplies are also very 
welcome.

Thank you to everyone who supports 
the Otis Food Pantry. We are grateful 
for you every day. There are many 
ways to support neighbors and we 
see the very best here in our lovely 
little town. OO
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Select Board 
Sessions

By Celeste Watman

After the August 8th meeting was called 
to order at 6:30 p.m., the Select Board 

approved the minutes from July 26th. 
Then, a resident discussed the problems 
of flooding on her land caused by beaver 
dams. At this meeting, the problems caused 
by beavers was on the agenda, and one 
homeowner spoke about the beaver dams 
which increased the water levels, causing 
well pollution, dying trees, flooding and 
the loss of property. It was mentioned that 
in the 1970s the Army Corp of Engineers 
worked on the dams. However, they have 
not worked on them since. The board 
decided to write a letter to the state and 
ask for assistance with the beaver problem. 
Letters from homeowners will also be 
included in this mailing. Furthermore, the 
board discussed applying for an emergency 
permit to breach the dams to lower the 
water levels so that flooding will not cause 
damage to the septic tanks.

Next on the agenda was the subject 
of town beaches. A member of the 

select board expressed concern about 
people using the beach without a beach 
pass, illegal use of cones by residents and 
speeding. To emphasize the requirement 
of the beach pass, it was suggested that the 
existing sign about beach usage include 
the phrase,”Beach Pass Required.” Another 
aspect of the beach pass was that short 
term renters of Airbnb’s should also pay for 
a pass. The board decided that it was too 
late this year to implement the fee but it is a 
consideration for next year. Lastly, speeding 
was also mentioned as a problem in beach 
areas. Several options were cited, including 
adding more speed limit signs, using speed 
bumps and assigning police to patrol and 
enforce the speed limits.

After the warrants were approved, a 
resident asked the board if there were any 
plans to replace the water pump in the Rec 
Center, and to repair the fire escape. The 
response was that there are no plans for the 
repairs.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. OO

Ned Wilson - Otis, MA
NABCEP PV Technical Sales  

# TS-102415-004308
NABCEP PV Installation  
# PV-041115-004308

• 413 854 1453 •

ned.wilson@sunbugsolar.com
www.sunbugsolar.com

In an accompanying picture, you 
can see that Madelynn’s skill level 
is so high that she is the top of 
this pyramid with friend Malynn 
Wagner, 12, and her brother Max, 
14, each offering a shoulder to 
balance her.

Ma x  W a g n e r  r e c e n t l y 
conquered barefoot skiing. 

Growing up on the reservoir, 
Max’s mom Andrea taught him to 
water ski when he was about three, 
having water skied herself since 
age eight. “I’m happy to pass this 
tradition on to my kids. It is a great 
activity combining skill, sport and 
fun,” says Andrea.

Max looks forward to summer 
during the school year and thinks 
about water skiing a lot. Poised to 
start high school at Pope Francis 
Preparatory School in Springfield 
in September, Max also enjoys snow 
skiing in the winter. His first love 
though is water skiing, especially 
slalom (one ski) and barefoot (NO 
skis). “I love to be towed behind 
a boat. It’s challenging and super 
fun. It feels really fast,” says Max. 
Brian says water skiing can be as 
fast as 35-40 mile per hour.

Brian especially enjoys barefoot 
skiing. “Everyone learns on 

two skis, then on one ski which 
is called slalom. Then you kick 
off that one ski and go barefoot. 
When you master the technique, 
it is exhilarating. Along with 
Steve Deland, Mark Plassic and 
George Martin, I am out every 
Saturday and Sunday at 7 a.m. 
for a couple hours. I would love 
to see a water ski club on the 
reservoir and possibly an obstacle 
course and competitions. There 
are competitions all around New 
England and New York we could 
be a part of. Making pyramids and 
sharing and learning technique 
from others would be great,” Brian 

says. He would have liked to participate 
in the Oxbow Water Ski Show Team in 
Northampton as a youngster, but it 
was too far and he couldn’t get there 
with any regularity. He did have 
some lessons, but his skill is mostly 
self-taught.

Brian’s great grandparents built 
the original house on the lake 

a very long time ago. The family 
subsequently bought the lot next door. 
And generations past, current and yet 
to come will always enjoy the family 
compound. Brian gets effusive when 
talking about his love of Otis. “Nothing 
beats Otis. I love Otis and always did. 
Even off season I come up. It always 
puts a smile on my face. It is quiet and 
peaceful and there are some wonderful 
people here.” We couldn’t agree with 
you more Brian. OO

Brian Battista Skimming the Brian Battista Skimming the 
SurfaceSurface
Continued from page 4Continued from page 4

Pyramid: bottom Malynn and Max Wagner; 
top Madelynn Battista.

Photo: Brian Battista
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There’s a known statistic that the 
average American household has 

approximately 300,000 items in it! (Count 
every fork, knife, plate, etc.) Every day we 
accumulate more and more “things” … and 
always much more than we eliminate.

Our “things” have value; sometimes 
sentimental, sometimes financial, 
sometimes both. For many reasons, it’s 
important to know what we have.

Consider recent extreme weather, 
such as wildfires, floods, tornados and 
hurricanes. For any type of loss, including 
theft, in order to make an insurance claim, 
you must prove what you had. Otherwise, 
people could say they had three Rolex 
watches!

In order to know if you have the right 
amount of insurance, you must know 

what the contents of your house is worth. 
For proper estate planning, which isn’t 
just for the well-to-do, you must know 
what you have so you can be properly 
protected. And ultimately, pre-deciding 
what your beneficiaries will eventually 
inherit – and want or don’t want - is the 
best way to avoid future family conflict.

Key to dealing with all the above scenarios 
is having an inventory. An inventory is a 
catalog of both the rooms of your house 
and all your sentimentally and financially 
valuable belongings complete with photos 
and supporting documents like receipts, 
valuations and even stories about when, 
where and why you got cherished items. 

Room views prove the condition of the 
house before a loss.

Creating an inventory is easy if you 
know how to do it. And the best way 

to do one is in bite-sized steps. I usually 
recommend starting with a very basic 
one, using your cell phone, taking a total 
of seven photos per room (each wall (four), 
the floor (one), the ceiling (one), and a 
“room view” (one). By capturing these 
seven photos, you’re getting everything 
visible in the room. Because of the quality 
of cellphone resolution, if you ever need 
to see something specific, you can zoom 
in on it. Further, taking the photo with 
your phone automatically dates and time 
stamps each photo, proving the inventory 
isn’t stale.

With a good app (such as Pinventory), 
you can take your photo, name it, 

input basic information about the item 
and have both the photo and information 
automatically saved to a secure online 
account in less than one minute. That’s 
seven minutes/room. For a 10-room house, 
that’s just a little over an hour. Surely, it’s 
worth the hour, should anything happen 
and you need proof of what you had. And 
if you have a family member share the 
project, it cuts the time in half!

Once you have your basic inventory, it’s 
easy to look at the catalog and, by glancing 
through each room, zero in on items that 
need to be specifically photographed, 
and maybe even appraised! You can then 
also add photos of the insides of closets 
and drawers, and collections of items. 
Think how much easier it will be to find 
things you’re looking for … or didn’t even 
remember you had!

The beauty of having an inventory is 
that, once you have it, maintaining 

it is easy and there’s so much you can do 
with it. You’ll know where things are. You 
can decide which items to donate … or 
sell. Your senior parents can decide who 
will eventually get what, without having 
to walk through the house or even be 
there. They can also add stories about why 
they’ve acquired things. And you’ll have 
peace of mind, knowing that nothing will 
“fall through the cracks.”

Creating an inventory can be done by 
anyone with a cellphone – even a nine 
year old! Think of the skills they’ll learn; 
photography, research, storytelling, 
valuation, math, etc., the most important 
one being contributing to the family’s 
legacy; great project for grandparents and 
grandchildren!

September is National Preparedness 
Month, so now’s the time to get started. 
If it’s important to you, it belongs in your 
inventory.

Have questions? Come visit us at www.
pinventory.com. OO
(©2022 Pinventory, LLC. All Rights 
Reserved.)

All Things Inventory!
By Carol Kaufman

Miss Dee’s House Cleaner 
and Personal Organizer

Otis Resident 1-413-429-7794

Deena

The HistoricThe Historic

Restaurant open THURS 12-8,  Restaurant open THURS 12-8,  
FRI & SAT 12-9, SUN 12-8, MON 12-7  FRI & SAT 12-9, SUN 12-8, MON 12-7  
Outdoor/Screened-in Porch Dining AvailableOutdoor/Screened-in Porch Dining Available

Pets  

Welcom
e!

Seven Guest Rooms, All Private Baths  
(Breakfast for Guests Only)

1737 New Boston Inn open open 
Monday Monday 

Labor DayLabor Day
WeekendWeekend

101 North Main St., Sandisfield, MA (Corner of Routes 8 & 57) 
413-258-4477 • List of events at www.NewBostonInn.comwww.NewBostonInn.com

Friendly Spirits(as seen on  
syfy  Channel)

Restaurant, Tavern and B&B 
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Boy Do We Love  
Our Pets
By Sandy Balayan

Our June issue featured “The Dogs of Otis 
and Why We Love them,” which turned into 

a three page celebration of dogs. Many of our 
readers requested equal time for their pets and 
the Otis Observer listened. Enjoy the following 
menagerie of pets (other than dogs!) owned by 
the people of Otis. It is our pleasure to present 
the critters that bring you joy, solace, love and 
laughter. OO

Mitzy and Molly (Bradley Pustinger)
I love my cats Mitzy and Molly because they are very sweet and cute.

Jingle (Rosy Crittendon )
My eight-month-old Dutch/Lionhead 
mixed bunny, Jingle, has a great 
personality and is very funny. He 
makes me laugh every day.

Cookie and Dora (Debra Pollack)
Cookie and Dora are super smart goats and super 
mischievous! They are thick as thieves and make us 
laugh all of the time.

Puzzle (Linda Pulaski)
Puzzle, the parakeet, has a spot on the back 
of his head in a puzzle shape. He loves to sit in 
the window and watch the ducks on the lake.

Glee (aka Goob) (Rosy Crittendon)
My cat Glee (aka Goob) showed up eleven years ago at my door 
as a tiny kitten and stole my heart. He made himself right at 
home and became an important family member immediately.

Cinnamon (Sarah Cantwell)
We love them because they always put a smile 
on our faces when we come home and they 
keep our lives interesting! Especially when 
you have two cats living with a hamster!
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The pets of Otis and Why We Love Them
Compiled By Sandy Balayan

More "pets of Otis" on the next page

Ellie, Rosie, and Enzo (Melissa Simonelli)
The mama, Ellie, is only biologically related to baby Rosie in front. The baby in the 
back is her adopted son, Enzo, who needed a mama when his biological mother became 
ill shortly after he was born. Ellie is a great mom.

Tequila, aka 
Tiki 

(Linda Pulaski)
Tequila, aka 

Tiki, is a 
rescue. I’m 

her favorite 
“bird” and the 

only one she 
rarely bites. 

She loves to sit 
on my shoulder 

while I wash 
dishes or do 
housework.

Cory and Rona 
(Debra Pollack)

Cory and Rona are siblings. 
We named them that 

because they were adopted 
during the Coronavirus 

pandemic. Rona looks like a 
puff of smoke and Cory is so 

sweet. He loves to have his 
belly scratched. I never met 

a cat like him before.

Chaz and Tux (Maryellen Williams) Chaz 
is 11 years old and a total love bug. Tux is 
nine years old and loves treats. I have been 
fostering these guys for five years, lol, so I 
believe they are mine now! They came from 
a rough environment and it took a while for 
them to trust humans. They bring a smile to 
my face every day.

Daisy (Elizabeth Mary from Berkshire Bunnies)
This is our Holland lop bunny, Daisy. We all love 
her because she is incredibly cute and brings us so 
much joy.
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Pearl (the chicken) and Bella Rose, Teddy, Oscar and 
Delilah. Teddy, Oscar and Delilah 
(Roberta Sarnacki)
This is Pearl, the chicken, and the goats of Midnight Moon 
farm. We joke because Pearl is one of three “Hawaiian 
chickens” that we now have custody of. My sister Robin 
got three baby chicks just before leaving on a Hawaiian 
vacation, so I was fortunate enough to not only take care 
of her two coops full of chickens (and her sweet pups), but 
the Hawaiian chickens also. The Hawaiian chickens didn’t 
integrate well with her flocks, and I needed a few more 
egg layers, so Pearl, Little Coco and Ruby came to live on 
Midnight Moon farm.
Our goats are Bella Rose, Teddy, Oscar and Delilah. 
Teddy, Oscar and Delilah were all born at Rock Ledge 
Farm in Otis and we got them when they were babies. 
Teddy and Bella Rose are six now, and Oscar and Delilah are 3 years old. My girls enjoyed showing the goats for 4-H when they were younger, and 
now the goats entertain all of the neighborhood children.

The Dyer “Catio”
With seven rescue cats and our Kal, my late brother’s cat, we are 
constantly entertained and laugh. They are spoiled rotten as you can see 
by the “catio” we designed for them. The Dyer eight live the life of luxury, 
that’s for sure, and we love them all dearly.

Morla and Genbu 
(Elizabeth Mary 

from Berkshire 
Bunnies) 

My two Indian Star 
tortoises are named 

Morla and Genbu. 
I love them because 

they are beautiful 
and so fun to 

observe. I have 
raised them from 

hatchlings and 
they are growing 

beautifully.

Ellie 
(Christina Fluckiger) 

This adorable cat, 
Ellie, is a beloved pet.

Simba (Susan Galik)
Simba the cat is a beauty and much loved.

More "Pets of Otis" (continued from page 15)
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Roxy #(Tom Enos and Katie Douthwright)
Roxy is a new addition to our home. She 
is a ten year old ball python. Roxy is the 
friendliest snake ever and is great with 
kids.

Cody (Debra Pollack)
Our handsome Cody, the half-blood Prince!

Bruce Springsteen, Bob Marley and eight Henrys (Madeleine Farragher)
My Otis fish are definitely a calming factor in my life, even though Cyclids in 
general are not calm. They are territorial and interesting to watch as they create 
their homes in the rocks and sand. Here is Bruce Springsteen, Bob Marley and eight 
Henrys, to name a few.

Violet and Olive (Sarah Cantwell)

Charlie (Lyn O’Brien)
This is my horse Charlie. He’s special because 
he goes on walks and stops at all the neighbor’s 
houses for treats. He is loved by many.

Thomas 
(Carol Hoebel)
Thomas 
loves to come 
camping at 
Klondike in 
Otis every 
summer and 
does not mind 
the long drive 
from South 
Carolina.

Patches (Linda Pulaski)
Patches, the rabbit, identifies as a cat 
and he loves to be petted and to give 
kisses
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talk even though my French was less 
than adequate but most spoke English. 
The small shops were filled with fresh 
meats, fruits and vegetables. The 
bakeries exuded the smell of fresh 
French breads and pastries; all put our 
supermarkets to shame. It was like 
stepping back in time. So relaxed, so 
laid-back.

Paris, filled with those iconic sights 
we have all marveled at in magazines, 
movies and TV, is a big city; the people 
rushing about as in most of the world’s 
cities. The city is an eclectic mix of 
old and new. The wide, modern, tree 
lined avenues with narrow cobblestone 
a l leys and lanes branching off 
accentuate this. The mix of cultures, 
African, Middle Eastern, Eastern 
European and especially Spanish and 
Italian with all they bring to the table, 
combine to create Parisian culture. 
Yes, we saw all the sights and frankly 
they were a bit anticlimactic.

Normandy and the D-Day beaches 
were something every American 

should experience. My father was in the 
sixth wave at Omaha beach so for me it 
was a bucket list stop. The beaches were 
full of scantily clad tourists as Europe 
experienced a record heat wave, but 
the history was there too. Abandoned 
German bunkers were everywhere 
and offshore were the remnants of the 
Mulberry harbors, concrete structures 
built in England and towed across 

the channel to construct two harbors 
that enabled the landings to succeed. 
Then there was the American cemetery 
above Omaha Beach. As I wandered 
among the almost ten thousand graves 
my eyes filled with tears. These were 
the men that sacrificed it all so the 
world could remain free. Most graves 
were marked with the soldier’s name 
and home state, but about every 
fifth grave was annotated with the 
following: “Here rests in honored glory 
A comrade in Arms known but to God.” 
At that moment I was so proud to be 
an American and so sad that it took 
all these lives so I could express that 
thought.

Then it dawned on me! This history 
is our history. Without Europe to 

emigrate from there would be no New 
World, no United States. Five thousand 
years of European history is simply 
pre-American history. In modern 
times our histories were thankfully 
intertwined during the World Wars. 
This trip showed me our collective 
past, both the triumphs and tragedies 
of the men and women who wrote that 
history is the commonality that binds 
us all together. If only world leaders 
understood this. OO

Peter Cameron is an Otis, MA 
resident and a retired policeman. He 
is a graduate of Central Connecticut 
State University with a B.S. in 
History with a concentration in U.S. 
Colonial History.

A Trip Back into History
By Peter Cameron

Otis History
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Siding
Rot Repair
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20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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CSL 113610   •    HIC 200076
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email: Chaffeeconstruct@gmail.com

DON CHAFFEE

In July, my wife and I spent 17 days in 
France cruising the Rhone River from 

Marseilles to Lyon and then the Seine 
River from Paris to the North Sea. During 
this trip, as I traveled, I could not help 
but reflect on a continent that had 5,000 
more years of written history than we do 
here in the United States.

Both river systems were filled with 
Roman ruins dating from 100 BC to 400 
AD. It was amazing to put one’s hands 
on carvings that a Roman stone mason 
cut before the time of Christ. From a 
complete Colosseum in Aires to a standing 
Roman temple in Vienne, it was obvious 
that the Romans lived in and loved this 
area. The Romans were instrumental in 
starting the world-famous wine economy 
of the area. We sampled many vintages 
from across the regions, and it became 
obvious why they have a world-renowned 
reputation.

The small French towns were like going 
back in time to the Middle Ages. The 
narrow cobblestone streets with the 
row houses built of timber frames and 
stucco, many sagging with age, brought 
back thoughts of maidens in f lowing 
dresses and knights in their armor. The 
people were very friendly and eager to 
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September Forecast
By Hilary Harley

We don’t think of September as 
a month to re-charge; yet that 

is exactly what we are called to do. A 
cosmically calm month belies deep 
inner work to be done. If your efforts 
are not moving projects forward 
now, there is good reason. Six out of 
ten planets are fully retrograde in 
September. Retrograde is not negative; 
rather it is part of the natural cycle, 
the cosmic sleep cycle. Make good use 
of your time this month? Employ the 
RE words: Research, reflect, review, 
renovate, recharge, recycle, reuse, etc.

Heading into Labor Day, Saturday, 
September 3rd, the Moon aligns to 
Jupiter in fire signs, making for an 
enjoyable holiday weekend. That 
Monday, September 5th, Valuable Venus 
moves into practical Virgo. Venus 
helps keep our work and relationships 
very real and ensures that we are 
accountable. Her grounding energy is 
useful as we approach the full moon 
in Pisces on Saturday, September 10th.

Spend time outdoors in nature to 
lift your body, mind and soul. The 

Full Moon in Pisces is tied to Neptune. 
Use water and music to ease your way 
through this stretch. Listening to or 
playing music, swimming, fishing, 
kayaking in/on water takes the 
edge off more chaotic by Messenger 
Mercury turning retrograde on the 
same day as the Full Moon.

If possible, sign major contracts and 
purchase big ticket items prior to 
September 9th; otherwise, plan to 
hold off until after October 2nd when 
Mercury turns direct motion. Life may 
feel like it is moving at a snail ’s pace 
for the remainder of the month given 
that six planets are now retrograde. 
Time to deploy the aforementioned RE 
words! Use the planetary slow down 
as a re-set. We are in the proverbial 
crucible now, doing some very heavy 
soul lifting.

Underscoring the energetic density, 
Uranus and Saturn move toward their 
final challenge in early October. We 
are called to change now whether we 
like it or not. Change agent Uranus, 
in earthy Taurus, awakens us to our 
values: our relationships, skills and 
talents to earn a living, how we spend 
our time and to Mother Earth.

Meanwhile, Taskmaster Saturn in 
Aquarius demands a different 

approach a ltogether. “You know 
what doesn’t work; so it’s time to 
try something else,” says Saturn. 
Clashing, Uranus vs. Saturn results 
in major pushback insisting we need 
to find a better way. Current events 
always indicate how we are doing. 
Look to what dominates the news 
cycle. Essentially: moral versus wallet 
values. Use the prevailing retrogrades 
to contemplate values needing change 
in your life.

The Sun turns into Libra on Friday, 
September 23rd. Our pursuits seek a 
balanced approach even as Messenger 
Mercury reverses into hardworking 
Virgo the same day. With Neptune 
opposite Mercury-Venus, make a plan, 
go about your business and surrender 
what you cannot control.

Remember to hand write three to 
five goals for the New Moon in 

Libra on Sunday, September 25th. Be 
as detailed and descriptive as you like; 
then leave the how it will all happen up 
to The Force. Libra rules balance. Not 
because she is balanced, but rather, to 
achieve balance. Since the pandemic, 

When Quality Counts ...
Call For Free Estimate

•SANDING
•REFINISHING
Environmentally 
Safe Finishes 
Available

JODY’S
Floor Sanding

30 Years 
Experience
Fully Insured

JODY MARGRAF
PO Box 390
Otis, MA 01253

413-269-7141

the need for greater work-life balance has 
dominated our collective consciousness.

Valuable Venus turns into Libra on 
Thursday, September 29th, joining 

the Sun and Messenger Mercur y 
to cultivate harmony in our l ives. 
Remember your own needs in the 
equation; whether self-care or individual 
work-related goals, it is more than OK for 
you to do you. OO
Astrologer Hilary Harley is a resident of Otis, 
runs a global practice and is podcast host of 
Mystical Messages.
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I may be the last person in the 
Berkshires to learn that Guido’s 

started as a collection of specialty 
vendors operating within Guido’s, and 
still continues that way in most cases. 
But now that I know this it’s clearly 
the reason Guido’s is such an excellent 
store. Turns out the departments 
(meat, seafood, deli, cheese, prepared 
foods, etc.) have obsessive and world 
class experts who lead them, and in 
some cases still own them.

It’s invisible to those of us who wander 
the aisles, transfixed by options, 
salivating at the prepared offerings, 
imagining your house scented with 
brilliant f lowers, selecting perfect 
produce – often local, and, of course, 
calculating just how much cheese and 
charcuterie you can actually afford 
or fit in your 'fridge, but Guido’s is 
a collection of independent vendors 
who truly specialize in their products. 
Simply put the reason you can find 
such an array of amazing products is 
the brainchild of the Masiero brothers, 
Chris and Matt, and it is no mean feat to 
pull that off anywhere, but fortunately 
for us the Berkshires is where they 
made it happen.

I know I say this every issue when I talk 
about our local foods, but seriously, 

there are people who live in equally 
charming, scenic, historic locations 
who don’t have the amazing abundance 
of local food purveyors that we have 
here. Why? Maybe because we’re in 
shouting distance from NYC (where, 
by the way, the Guido’s crew goes every 
day-ish to get product) and Boston? 
Maybe it’s just because we like to eat?

One of the independent vendors you 
might run into at the counter in 

Pittsfield is North Adams native Tom 
Berger, Operations Manager, Cheese 
and Specialty Importer. Tom’s family 

had a tiny Italian market in their 
home in North Adams, where they 
also stomped grapes for wine in the 
basement passing the grape stomping 
boots down through the generations. 
The alcove for the grape stomping is 
still in the basement of the old home! 
This is certainly where Tom and his 
brother caught the bug for selling food.

In the '90s Tom’s brother John 
purchased the bakery and deli side 

of their business from the Nejaime’s 
brothers. (Yes, you’re seeing the power 
of brothers in this food business.) Tom 
joined John after getting a business 
degree and they continued to lease space 
in the Pittsfield Guido’s store where 
they grew their business and expanded 
their contacts in Italy and France to get 
the best imported products they could 
find. And seven years ago, Guido’s 
bought the business from John and 
Tom, and Tom has overseen multiple 
expansions and remodelings to get 
the deli and cheese area to what it is 
today. Back in the early years of what 
they called The Grotto, Tom and John 
had few if any employees. Now due to 
their dedication and hard work, plus 
the wisdom of the Masieros, and the 
explosion of interest in specialty food, 
Tom’s department employs 50 people.

Tom’s family came from Calabria, 
where he returns often during his many 
trips to Italy. Apparently his Italian 

A Passion for Great Food
By Stephanie Skinner

Tom Berger
Photo: Stephanie Skinner
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Our store 
 

farm & home
and  office

will open as soon as renovations 
and restoration are complete at

MONTEREY 
GENERAL

448 Main Road in Monterey
montereygeneral.com

brockmanrealestate.com 
41 3 -52 8 -91 0 0

The Berkshires’ 
Premier Boutique 

Real Estate Firm 

with a unique talent 
of matching just the 

right property with 
just the right buyer.

in good part it’s because 
we work really hard 

we care and we listen

Chapin Fish, Broker   The #1 Selling Realtor in the 
Berkshires cumulatively over the last 12 years 

with over $166 million in sales

Considering Selling?  
Contact us for an honest and 
professional market analysis.  

Brockman Half 2020.indd   1 1/22/20   12:10 PM

is good enough that he can do some 
counter work selling Italian products 
to Italians - in Italy. Tom is passionate 
about getting the “real stuff ”; DOP 
(a designation of production granted 
by the EU) cheeses and more. Most 
retailers work through brokers or 
distributors who import products 
to their warehouses. However, Tom 
imports directly. Direct importing 
means tons of paperwork (and it is 
paperwork you cannot skip, the FDA 
is watching). “Freshness matters,” he 
says, pointing out that in most cases 

he has products in the store before 
distributors get them sorted out 
in their warehouses. Plus, with his 
contacts, he can sell products that 
absolutely no one else has. “It’s not 
special, or specialty, if everyone has it.”

Take an hour to wander through 
the deli and cheese counters at the 

Pittsfield store. There are samples and 
knowledgeable cheesemongers who 
can guide you through the dizzying 
array of options. Pick up a slice of 
pizza, blow the bank on imported 
pasta for a special meal (trust me, it’s 
worth the extra couple of bucks), grate 
real Parmigiano Reggiano cheese 
on your pasta (grate it yourself and 
chant Make America Grate Again!), 
and know that you are not supporting 
corporate greed. You’re letting people 
who are passionate about food feed 
your soul.

Also, quick update on the Tesla solar 
roof I wrote about … last month’s 
electric bill was $11.50. Yippee! OO

Concerned about your infant  
or toddler’s development?

Give us a call and we can set up an 
appointment to talk with you about 

any concerns you may have.

Certified Therapists
offering evaluations & visits
at your home, in our center,

or through telehealth.

Dept. of Public Health Certified  
Early Intervention Program.

924 S. Main Street 
Great Barrington

413-717-4083

pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

Concerned about your infant  
or toddler’s development?

Give us a call and we can set up an 
appointment to talk with you about 

any concerns you may have.

Trained Therapists  
offer evaluation & home visits  

to eligible children.

Dept. of Public Health Certified  
Early Intervention Program.

924 Main Street 
Great Barrington

413-717-4083

pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

PDC
SOUTH

924 S. MAIN ST.
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CHARLEY GIAIMO
(212) 495-9945
charley.giaimo@sunrun.com

See how much you could save by going solar.
Call or text today for a free consultation.

Call to see if your home qualifies for a  
zero cost installation and equipment.   
Go green to save green!

Copyright © 2020 Vivint Solar Developer, LLC.  All rights reserved.  
Vivint Solar Developer, LLC (FIN: 80-0756438) is a licensed contractor in each state in which we operate.  
Massachusetts License: 170848; 15688 A; SS-002342

Otis 
Memories…

“Otis Memories” is an ongoing way to share 
your Otis memories with the community. If 
you have an idea for an article or think one of 
these memories would be a good feature, let us 
know. We also welcome old photographs. Send 
memories and ideas to otismemories@gmail.
com Looking forward to hearing from you!

Thanks go out to Karen Beer-Amanti and 
the Knox Trail Inn for lending us this 

great picture. View this wonderful picture of 
Dr. Edward Pike and Dan Noble in the 1930s 
and all their other great memorabilia on the 
walls of the Inn or in future Otis Observer 
Memories columns. OO

There was no winner in August’s contest. The 
name of the woman in the 1910 photo was 

Abbie G. Haggerty, married to Edward Fenn.

Can you solve our new contest mystery? If you 
are the first to identify who is in this photo, 

you will be the winner of the contest and win a 
prize!

Try your luck with this picture. Remember, if 
there is more than one correct answer, first in 
gets the prize. Good luck!

Please send your name, phone and email 
address to otismemories@gmail.com. Open 
to Otis residents only. Members of the Otis 
Observer staff are not eligible to enter.

If you have a picture you’d like featured in this 
contest, please email the above address.
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(413)  528-4211  35  RAILROAD STREET,  GREAT BARRINGTON, MA 01230
(413)  232-4253  38 MAIN STREET,  WEST STOCKBRIDGE,  MA 01266 
(518)  392-0332  6  MAIN STREET,  CHATHAM, NY 12037

S T O N E H O U S E P R O P E R T I E S . C O M

Michael Linden 
9 1 7 - 7 9 6 - 6 0 0 2

Jeff Wilkinson 
4 1 3 - 2 6 9 - 4 5 0 0

AREA EXPERTS
CONNECTING BUYERS AND SELLERS  

IN EVERY PRICE RANGE

When we began in 1984, our goals were quite simple: Provide the very best professional 

service to our buyers and sellers, and treat each transaction as if it were our own.

OUR TRADITION 
OF EXCELLENCE 

What We Do For You 

Matching Buyers And Sellers For 40 Years
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119 South Main Road
Otis, Massachusetts 01253

413-269-6874
LL ynnynn

Otis 
Library & 
Museum

By Kathy Bort

Otis Library News

Reading Transitions
Transition is to move from one 

circumstance to another. We are 
heading for transition to autumn. 
Autumn holds a special place between 
the richness of summer and the 
scarcity of winter. There is a move 
from the leisure of summer to a return 
to routines and schedules. The hues 
of autumn take over the bright and 
colorful blooms of summer. We move 
from soaking in the sun to wearing 
layers for comfort and warmth. 
Reading has been shown to put our 
brains into a pleasurable trance-like 
state, similar to meditation, and 
it brings the same health benefits 
of deep relaxation and inner calm. 
Regular readers sleep better; have 
lower stress levels, higher self-
esteem and lower rates of depression 
than non-readers. Let’s look at our 
transitioning from our reading 
practices to expanding our repertoire.

The major categories in literature 
are fiction and nonfiction. What is 

the difference, why do we read fiction, 
nonfiction, and how do we move from 
one to the other? Fiction is literature 
that is descriptive creative writing 
based on imagination and story making. 
Fiction can have a basis that categorizes 
it into historic, romantic, fantasy, 
science fiction and many more. Reading 
literary fiction helps people develop 
empathy, increasing social acuity, 
acceptance of diversity and fosters a 
sharper ability to comprehend other 
people's motivations. It is an effective 
way to enhance the brain’s ability to 
keep an open mind while processing 
information, a necessary skil l for 
effective decision-making. Reading 
fiction is a human experience.

Nonfiction is l iterature that is 
based on true events, true people 

and true facts. Nonfiction increases 
knowledge and heals the mind with 
clarity and growth. Often called the 
invisible teachers, nonfiction can bring 
us new knowledge and enlighten us 
by expanding our vision of the world. 
Nonfiction includes biography, business, 
cooking, health and fitness, pets, crafts, 
home decorating, languages, travel, 
home improvement, religion, art and 
music, history, self-help, true crime, 
science and humor. Those who want 
to escape the world as it is often avoid 
nonfiction. However, nonfiction can 
be a great tool for making real-world 
connections to build on knowledge and 
personal experiences.

Transitions can also be in your reading 
formats. The printed book is the 

standard reading format. Many have 
not moved from this format. Consider 
moving to an eBook. An eBook is the 
book in electronic format which is 
more versatile. You can download the 
eBook from the loaning source to your 
computer, your iPad, your tablet or your 
smart phone. You can have it with you 
wherever you go. You can use it whenever 
you want. In addition to the eBook you 
could move to the eAudio format. This 
is the audio version of the book. You can 
explore your listening skills and you can 
transition to a new reading location; 
the car, the exercise equipment, the 
outdoors. Also remember, new cars 
no longer have audio disc players, so 
downloaded eAudio formats are most 
useful and enjoyable.

The last literary format to consider 
transitioning to is the podcast. A 

podcast is a collection or series of digital 
audio files that are made available 
for downloading or listening via the 
Internet. Each audio recording is known 
as an episode. Podcasts are typically 
hosted by an individual who leads a 
conversation, shares stories or reports 
the news. Listening to audio podcasts is 
simple if you have access to the Internet. 
You just need to find a podcast platform 
or app and then sample some of the 
podcasts made around the world.

We are most fortunate to offer 
you the Libby app that is free as 

part of the CWMARS network that the 
Otis Library belongs to. There are also 
other apps that will provide similar 
electronic formats, however most apps 
require paid subscriptions. You are in 
a comfortable reading state. Consider 
a literary transition, from fiction to 
nonfiction, try an eBook or an eAudio 
book or listen to a podcast. Just as the 
transition to autumn brings excitement 
and beauty to another season, you 
could find the same in your reading 
experiences. OO
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Arrowhead Museum
 •780 Holmes Rd., Pittsfield, MA 01201 
(www.mobydick.org)
 •Free admission for two people. 
Children under 12 free.
 •Call (413) 442-1793 or email 
melville@berkshirehistory.org.

Berkshire Botanical Gardens
 •Routes 102 & 183, Stockbridge, MA 
01262 (www.berkshirebotanical.org)
 •Up to four free admissions. Children 12 
and under always free.
 •Call (413) 298-3926 or email info@
bkershirebotanical.org.

Berkshire Museum
 •39 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
(www.berkshiremuseum.org)
 •50% off general admission for up to 
two adults and two children under 18. 
Children three and under free.
 •Call (413) 443-7171

The Bidwell House Museum
 •100 Art School Road, Monterey, MA 
01245 (www.bidwellhousemuseum.
org)
 •One free family pass. Call in advance 
at (413) 528-6888 or email 
bidwellhouse@gmail.com.

Chesterwood Museum
 •4 Williamsville Road, Stockbridge, MA 
01262 (www.chesterwood.org)
 •Up to two adults free. Children 12 and 
under free. (413) 298-3579.

Clark Art Institute
 •225 South Street, Williamstown, MA 
01267 (www.clarkart.edu)
 •Free admission for one adult. Under 18 
and students are free.
 •(413) 458-2303

Hancock Shaker Village
 •Routes 20 & 41, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
(www.hancockshakervillage.org)
 •Free admission for two adults and two 
youths (13-17). Children 12 and under 
free.
 •(413) 443-0188 or email info@
hancockshakervillage.org.

Magic Wings
 •281 Greenfield Road, South Deerfield, 
MA 01373 (www.magicwings.com)
 •Free admission for two people.
 •(413) 665-2805

Massachusetts Audubon Society
 •472 W Mountain Rd, Lenox MA 01240 
(www.massaudubon.org)
 •Up to four people admitted for $2 each 
(413) 637-0320

MASS MoCA
 •87 Marshall Street, North Adams, MA 
01247 (www.massmoca.org)
 •Free gallery admission for two adults 
and two youths (0-16).
 •(413) 662-2111

The Mount
 •2 Plunkett Street, Lenox, MA 01240 
(www.edithwharton.org)
 •Each pass admits one adult for $10. 
Under 18 are free.

National Trustees
 •(www.thetrustees.org)
 •Go Passes – Admission for two adults 
and children under 18
 •See a list of the local Trustees sites/
reservations below and ask the 
librarian for a state wide list.

Norman Rockwell Museum
 •Route 183, Stockbridge, MA 01262 
(www.nrm.org)
 •Admits up to two adults at the 
discounted rate of $10 each. Kids five 
and under free.

USS Constitution Museum
 •Building 22 Charlestown Navy 
Yard, Boston, MA 02129 (www.
ussconstitutionmuseum.org)
 •Free admission for one party of nine 
people or fewer.
 •For specific instructions, please go to 
www.ussconstitutionmuseum.org.

Ventfort Hall Mansion and 
Gilded Age Museum

 •104 Walker Street, Lenox, MA 01240 
(www.gildedage.org)
 •Two half-priced admissions with pass. 
Self-guided tours at 11:00, 12:30, 
2:00.

For more information about any of the 
above museums, please visit the links 
given.

We ask that passes be returned within 
24 hours of your museum visit.

Local Trustee Reservations
Ashintully Gardens, Ashley House, 
Bartholomew’s Cobble, Dry Hill, Field 
Farm/Folly, Goose Pond Reservation, 
McLennon Reservation, Mission House, 
Monument Mountain, Mountain 
Meadow Preserve, Naumkeag, Notchview, 
Questing, and Tyringham Cobble

Otis Library Museum Passes

A & M AUTO SERVICE
COMPLETE AUTO & TRUCK CARE

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC
24 HOUR HEAVY DUTY & LIGHT TOWING & RECOVERY

FLAT BED SERVICE

RALPH E. MORRISON 413-258-3381

ROUTE 57/EAST SANDISFIELD, MA 413-258-3381
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NOTE:
1. Otis Town Hall is open from 

8 am – 4 pm, Monday through 
Thursday.

2. Otis Library Summer Hours:
Monday – 10 am-4 pm
Tuesday – 12 pm-6 pm
Wednesday – 10 am-5 pm
Thursday – 1 pm-7 pm
Friday - 10 am-5 pm
Saturday – 9 am-1 pm
Closed Sunday

3. Rec Center - Temporarily Closed

4. Monday, September 5 - Labor 
Day, Schools and Town Offices 
Closed

5. In-Person Absentee Voting Ballot 
Application Deadline, Fri., Sept. 
2, 3 – 5 pm, Otis Town Hall

6. MassAudubon in Otis - Old Baldy 
Wildlife Sanctuary is a 154-acre 
property nestled within a larger 
area of approximately 2,000 acres 
of conserved land. A short, but 
steep, trail to the summit provides 
hikers a spectacular 360° vista of 
the surrounding sugar maple, white 
ash, and basswood forests. Location: 
Norton Road, Otis, MA; Hours: Trail 

open daily, dawn to dusk (limited 
parking)

7. Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Lenox, go to www.massaudubon.
org/pleasantvalleyprograms for 
a list of events and programs.

Thurs., Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 8:30 
am, Inspirations at https://www.
facebook.com/noticeotis, Viktoria 
Seavey, jumpstart your day with clear 
intention, centered inspiration and 
positive imagination, call or email 
Otis Rec Center for more information 
(413) 269-4541.

Thurs., Sept. 1, 6 - 7 pm, PTA Meeting 
(Zoom), Farmington River Regional 
Elementary School

Fri., Sept. 2, 3 – 5 pm, In-Person 
Absentee Voting Ballot Application 
Deadline, Otis Town Hall

Sat., Sept. 3, 10, 17 and 24, 9:30 – 
10:45 am, Mat Yoga, Connie Wilson, 
Ages 16+, Kripalu Yoga, all levels, 
Otis Town Hall, call or email Otis Rec 
Center for more information (413) 
269-4541, otisrec@verizon.net

Mon., Sept. 5, Labor Day, Schools 
and Town Offices Closed

Mon., Sept. 5, 11 am – 1:30 pm, 
Assessors Meeting, Otis Town Hall

Tues., Sept. 6, 13, 20 and 27, 8:30 
am, Inspirations at https://www.
facebook.com/noticeotis, Viktoria 
Seavey, jumpstart your day with clear 
intention, centered inspiration and 
positive imagination, call or email 
Otis Rec Center for more information 
(413) 269-4541, otisrec@verizon.
net

Tues., Sept. 6, 7 am – 8 pm, State 
Primary, Otis Town Hall

Tues., Sept. 6, 11 am – 12 noon, 
Historical Commission Meeting, 
Otis Town Hall

Wed., Sept. 7, 14, 21 and 28, 10 - 11 am, 
Chair Yoga, Connie Wilson, Ages 
12+, Otis Town Hall, call or email Otis 
Rec Center for more information (413) 
269-4541, otisrec@verizon.net

The Otis Observer, staffed by volunteers and 
funded by individuals and businesses, is 
published 11 times a year with a combined 
January–February issue. Donations are 
needed to continue publication, and 
can be sent to Otis Observer, PO Box 
533, Otis, MA 01253. Donations are 
tax–deductible as this newspaper has 
501(c)(3) status.

The Observer is available in Otis in 
outdoor boxes at Katie’s Country Store , 
the Transfer Station, and the Otis Library 
as well as indoors at Papa’s Healthy Food 
& Fuel, Knox Trail Inn, Bruce's Hardware, 
Farmington River Diner, Fratelli's, Grouse 
House, the Otis Poultry Farm, Soap & 
Suds Laundry, Berkshire Bank and Town 
Hall. Sandisfield: Town Hall, the Library, 
and New Boston Inn; Lee: Lee Library; 
Monterey: Library. Mailed and Gift 
Subscriptions–complete form on the 
inside of the back cover. All the above 
subject to change.

We reserve the right to edit for space, style 
and clarity. No portion of the Observer 
may be reproduced without the express 
permission of the publisher. The Observer 
is not responsible for errors and omissions.

The Observer provides news and opinion 
articles as a service to our readers. Many 
articles come from sources outside of our 
organization. Where possible, the author 
and the source are documented within each 
article. Statements and opinions in these 
articles are solely those of the author(s).

The Otis Observer and its principals, 
officers, staff and volunteers disclaim any 
liability whatsoever for inaccuracies found 
in its content.

We invite submissions, news tips, photos, 
comments and suggestions including 
letters to the editor. For consideration they 
must be received by the 15 of the month 
prior to publication.

CONTACT US:CONTACT US:
Submissions  otisobserver@yahoo.com
Advertising  oobserverads@yahoo.com
Calendar listings  
  oobservercalendar@yahoo.com
Inquiries  oobserverinfo@yahoo.com
Letters to the Editor  
 oobserverletters@yahoo.com

Memories otismemories@gmail.com

Prepared by Sue Brofman

For inclusion in the Calendar, 
please send notices to 
oobservercalendar@yahoo.com

Note: Check events calendar 
townofotisma.com for up–to–date 
notifications/cancellations.

SEPTEMBER

Out  n' About 
in Otis 
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Mail? Email? 
Don’t miss your copy 
of the Otis Observer!

 Seasonal residents who wish to 
continue getting the OO monthly should 

let us know if they would 
prefer the online version (in color) 

or the paper copy mailed.

Please fill out the subscription form 
BELOW and return it as soon as possible.

 For more information contact us at 
oobserverinfo@yahoo.com.

Check out our 
website

OtisObserver.com
for back issues, 

donations, renewals, 
 and subscriptions!

Thurs., Sept. 8, 6 pm, Otis Library 
Meeting (In person and Zoom), 
inquire at info@otislibraryma.org for 
more information

Sat., Sept. 10, Celebrations Day, Knox 
Trail, see notice on front page

Mon., Sept. 12, 7 – 8 pm, School 
Committee Meeting , Farmington 
River Regional Elementary School

Mon., Sept. 12, 7 – 9 pm, Planning 
Board Meeting, Otis Town Hall

Tues., Sept. 13, 6:30 – 8 pm, Town of 
Otis Select Board Meeting, Otis Town 
Hall

Fri., Sept. 16, 11 am – 12 noon, Council 
on Aging Brown Bag Program, for 
information call Ralph at 413-269-
4094 or email at regleason@aol.com

Tues., Sept. 20, 6 - 9 pm, Conservation 
Commission Meeting, Otis Town Hall

Wed., Sept. 21, 12 noon – 1 pm, Council 
on Aging Potluck, Otis Town Hall 
(gym), for information call Ralph at 
413-269-4094 or email at regleason@
aol.com

Wed., Sept. 21, 12:30 – 1:30 pm, 
Council on Aging Blood Pressure 
Clinic, for appointments call Ralph at 
413-269-4094 or email at regleason@
aol.com

Tues., Sept. 27, 6:30 – 8 pm, Town of 
Otis Select Board Meeting, Otis Town 
Hall

HL Propane 
Co. Inc.

HL Propane 
Co. Inc.

ALL PROPANE IS THE SAME
OURS IS CHEAPER!!
100  GALLONS OF PROPANE FREE to new heat ing customers*

* Using 750 gallons per year. Call for details.
Call Toll Free M-F 8am to 4pm

www.hlfuel.com
518-794-9066

Route  20,  West  Lebanon,  NY 12195

Want to Renew or 
Subscribe to the 
Otis Observer?

To have the Otis Observer mailed to your 
home, complete the form below and 
make your check payable to the Otis 
Observer, for $15 (annual subscription 

fee for 11 issues) and mail to

PO Box 533, Otis, MA 01253

Name ________________________

Delivery Street Address/PO Box:

_____________________________

City, State, Zip  _________________

_____________________________

Winter Address ________________

_____________________________

From ___________ To____________

Email: ________________________

Check either one or both boxes:
Mail printed edition to me

 Email the electronic (PDF) version

 Renew my subscription

/ // /
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Otis, MA 01253
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Ellen Dilts, Circulation, Subscriptions
Deb Fogel, Circulation
Katharine Adams, Contributing Writer
Sandy Balayan, Contributing Writer
Peter Cameron, Contributing Writer
Lynne Geane, Contributing Writer
Diane Provenz, Contributing Writer
Celeste Watman, Contributing Writer
Carol Lombardo, Recording Secretary
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Peter Sohn, Webmaster

Don’t just get it

ON THE MARKET.

Get it the attention 

IT DESERVES.
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Great Barrington Brokerage | 306 & 308 Main Street | 413.528.4192

Lenox Brokerage | 34 Church Street | 413.637.4402

williampitt.com

#1 Selling Agency in Berkshire County | 2017  •  2018  •  2019  •  2020  •  2021


